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2,200 quarantined over mumps outbreak at immigration centers 



In this April 15,2017, file photo, vehicles are parked outside the entrance to the GEO Group's im¬ 
migrant detention facility in Aurora, Colo. 

Associated Press 


PHOENIX (AP) — Over 2,200 
people exposed to the 
mumps virus in at least two 
immigration detention fa¬ 
cilities have been quaran¬ 
tined, authorities said Tues¬ 
day. 

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officials say 
the 25-day quarantine be¬ 
gan March 7 at facilities in 
Pine Prairie, Louisiana, and 
Aurora, Colorado. 

The outbreak has renewed 
long-held concerns over 
access to medical care at 
immigration facilities, espe¬ 
cially at a time when more 
immigrants who are cross¬ 
ing the border are being 
held and for longer periods 
of time. There are nearly 
47,000 immigrants currently 
detained around the coun¬ 
try, according to an ICE 
spokesman. 

ICEsays236detaineeshave 


had confirmed orprobable 
cases of mumps in 51 facili¬ 
ties in the past year. There 
were no reported cases 
between 2016 and 2018 at 
any ICE facilities. 

Mumps is extremely rare, 
and infections have 
dropped by 99 percent 
since vaccinations began 
in the late 1960s It can 
spread quickly through 
coughing, sneezing oreven 
talking, and symptoms in¬ 
clude swollen glands,fever, 
headache, muscle aches 
and pain while chewing or 
swallowing. 

Laura Lunn, managing at¬ 
torney forthe Rocky Moun¬ 
tain Immigrant Advocacy 
Network's detention pro¬ 
gram, said herorganization 
has about a dozen clients 
who are quarantined in 
Aurora. Lunn said the fa¬ 
cility has made her clients 


available for meetings as 
long as they wear a mask, 
but that she's concerned 
a bout the health and safe¬ 


ty of her staff, and is looking 
at alternate ways to meet 
with them. 

None of her clients actually 


have mumps and all are 
Mexican or Central Ameri¬ 
can men. 

Continued on Rage 3 
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As NewYoik probes business dea Is, Tiump c lies'HA RASSERS 


By MICHAELR. SISAK 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — New 

York's attorney general has 
opened a civil investigation 
into President Donald 
Trump's business dealings, 
acting after his former 
personal lawyer and fixer 
told Congress that he 
exaggerated his wealth 
to obtain loans Trump 
tweeted an apparent 
response Tuesday night, 
decrying his home state 
and its governor as 
"PRESIDENTIAL HA RASSERS." 
Attorney General Letitia 
James issued subpoenas 



In this Jan. 6, 2019 file photo, Attorney General of New York, Letitia James, smiles during an inau¬ 
guration ceiemony in New Yoik. 

Associated Press 
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Monday to Deutsche Bank 
and Investors Bank seeking 
records related to four 
Trump real estate projects 
and his failed 2014 bid to 
buy the NFL's Buffalo Bills, 
according to a person 
fa miliar with the inquiry. 

The person wasn't 
authorized to discuss the 
matter publicly and spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 
The New York Times first 
reported the subpoenas. 
Trump's former lawyer, 
Michael Cohen, told 
Congress in late February 
that Trump exaggerated 
his wealth on financial 
statements provided to 
Deutsche Bank when 
he was trying to obtain 
financing to buy the Bills 
Cohen told a House 
committee it was common 
for Trump to overstate his 
wealth when dealing with 
the news media or banks 
and for him to understate it 
when it came time to pay 
his taxes. 

"New York State and its 
Governor, Andrew Cuomo, 
are now proud membersof 


the group of PRESIDENTIAL 
HA RASSERS," Trump 

tweeted "No wonder 
people are fleeing the 
State in record numbers 
The Witch Hunt continues!" 
Cuomo's office didn't 
immediately respond. 
Deutsche Bank said in a 
statement that it remains 
"committed to cooperating 
with authorized 

investigations" Messages 
left with New J ersey-based 
Investors Bank and the 
Trump Organization were 
not immediately returned. 
The subpoenas issued by 
the attorney general seek 
loan applications, a swell as 
mortgages, credit lines and 
other documents related 
to the Trump International 
Hotel in Washington, D.C., 
buildings in Chicago and 
NewYorkand a golfcourse 
in the Miami area. 

Several Congressional 
committees have also 
requested documentsfrom 
Deutsche Bank. California 
Rep. Maxine Waters, a 
Democrat and head 
of the House Financial 


Services Committee, said 
last week that the bank is 
cooperating. 

Deutsche Bank has been 
one ofthe few majorbanks 
willing to regularly lend to 
Trump, whose past financial 
troubles scared off large 
New York banks. Trump's 
company borrowed billions 
of dollars from the German 
bank over the years. 

In May, five Democratic 
members of the House 
of Representatives sent a 
letter to Deutsche Bank 
CEO John Cryan asking 
the bank to tum in any 
records relating to Trump's 
accounts and any ties to 
Russia. The bank refused, 
saying it had to respect 
legal requirements to keep 
client data private. 

James, a Democrat newly 
elected to office, pledged 
to look into Trump's business 
practices, saying after her 
victory last November that 
she'd be "shining a bright 
light into every dark comer 
of his real estate dealings 
and every dealing." 

Trump has complained 
that James is waging 
a politically motivated 
vendetta against him. Her 
office is also overseeing 
a lawsuit against a Trump 
charitable foundation. 
James' predecessors sued 
Trump over the operations 
of Trump University, his real 
estate school. 

Previously, a different 
New York state agency, 
which regulates insurance 
companies, launched 
an inquiry into Cohen's 
allegations that Trump 
also misled insurance 
companies about his 
financial worthO 
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This April 15,2017, file photo, shows the entrance to the GEO Group's immigrant detention facility in Aurora, Colo. 


Associated Press 


QUARANTINED 
Continued from Front 

'The most profound restric¬ 
tion is people are not be¬ 
ing taken for immigration 
court. They aren't able to 
move forward with their 
cases and it's prolonging 
theirdetention," Lunn said. 
Immigrant advocates have 
long said that medical 
care at immigration deten¬ 
tion facilities is subpar, and 
they've filed several law¬ 
suits after deaths or injuries 
in detention. 

Elizabeth Jordan of the 
Civil Rights Education and 
Enforcement Center said 
screenings at immigration 
detention centers are in¬ 
adequate. She said she 
doesn't have any current 
clients who are quaran¬ 
tined in Aurora, but regu¬ 
larly interviews detainees 
there and has had clients 
there in the past. 

"Neglect, I think, is not really 
strong enough to describe 
what's happening in there," 
Jordan said. For example, 
there's only one physician 
on staff, J ordan said. 

ICE spokeswoman Alethea 
Smock said there are 271 
detainees quarantined in 
four pods in the Aurora fa¬ 
cility. Over 1,200 detainees 
are currently housed there. 
ICE officials said its quick 
reaction has led to a very 
low transmission rate and 
that it's monitoring detain¬ 
ees and employees for 
signs of illness at the facil¬ 
ity, which has seen a spike 
in the numberof detainees 
who came through the 
southern border. They say 
they have taken a number 
of measuresto prevent the 
spread of communicable 
diseases, such as initial 
medical screening and a 
full medical check-up with¬ 
in 14 days. 


Jordan said it's difficult for 
immigrants who are quar¬ 
antined to access their at¬ 
torneys. She had clients 
who were quarantined at 
a facility in California last 
year after a chicken pox 
outbreak that she couldn't 
reach to relay important 
information about their 
cases. 

Jordan said the Aurora lo¬ 
cation has a phone system 
attomeyscan use to reach 
detainees 

In Pine Prairie, about 65 
miles(104 kilometers) north¬ 


west of Lafayette, about 
300 detainees are quaran¬ 
tined, spokesman Bryan D. 
Cox said. Cox said those 
who are in what the agen¬ 
cy calls a medical cohort 
still have access to outdoor 


recreation and dining, it's 
just that they have to stick 
with the people they're 
quarantined with. Detain- 
eesalso have access to at¬ 
torneys and are offered a 
mask. 


Cox said 18 people have 
had mumps at the Pine 
Prairie facility. They come 
from eight different coun¬ 
tries and were arrested 
between J une of last year 
and J anuary 20190 
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Push for broader LG EJT rights slowed by lack of GOP support 



In this Wednesday, J uly 26, 2017 file photo, people with the Hu¬ 
man Rights Campaign hold up '^equality flags" during an event 
oiganized by Rep. Joe Kennedy, D-Mass., in support of trans- 
gender members of the military on Capitol hill in Washington, 
after President Dona Id Trump said he wants transgender people 
barred from serving in the U.S military. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID CRARY 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The LGBT 
rights movement's top leg¬ 
islative priority, a compre¬ 
hensive nondiscrimination 
bill, will be introduced in 
Congress on Wednesday, 
but the excitement will be 
tempered by political re¬ 
ality: The bill could well be 
doomed, at least for this 
year, by lackof Republican 
support. 

That dynamic mirrors the 
situation nationwide. Twen¬ 
ty mostly Democratic-run 
states already have com¬ 
prehensive nondiscrimina¬ 
tion protections for LGBT 
people, comparable to 
what the Equality Act 
would mandate nation¬ 
ally. The protectionsextend 
to employment, housing, 
public accommodations 


and public services. 

The other 30 states — 
where Republicans hold 
full orpartial power— have 


balked at taking that step, 
illustra ting tha t LG BTrig hts is 
as polarized along partisan 
lines as abortion, climate 


change and other hot but¬ 
ton issues 

Ihe result is a patchwork 
map in the U.S., with a ma¬ 
jority of states making it le¬ 
gal for an LGBT person to 
be fired, evicted or barred 
from public facilities be¬ 
cause of sexual orientation 
orgender identity. 

"No one's civil rights should 
be dependent on what 
ZP code they live in," said 
J oDee Winterhoff ofthe Hu¬ 
man Rights Campaign, a 
national LG BTrig hts group. 
Opponents of nondiscrimi¬ 
nation bills, meanwhile, say 
that such measurescan in¬ 
fringe on religious and oth¬ 
er beliefs 

'The Equality Act would 
undermine the freedom to 
think and act according to 
our beliefs," said Emilie Kao 
of the conservative Heri¬ 
tage Foundation. Citing re¬ 
cent cases in the news, she 
said faith-based adoption 
agencies should be not be 
required to serve same-sex 
couples,and entrepreneurs 
such as bakers and florists 
should be not be required 
to provide their services for 
same-sex weddings. 

The EqualityActwasfirst in- 
troduced three years ago; 
it would add genderidenti- 
tyand sexual orientation to 
existing federal nondiscrim¬ 
ination laws covering such 
realms as employment, 
housing, education, and 
public spacesand services 
The new version specifies 
that the act would cover 
retail stores, emergency 
shelters, banks, transporta¬ 
tion, pharmaciesand legal 
services. 

In Congress, the bill has 
near-unanimous Demo¬ 
cratic backing and seems 
certain to pass the House, 
but a sofTuesday afternoon 
only one Republican, Rep. 
Brian Fitzpatrick of Penn¬ 
sylvania, had announced 
plans to be a co-sponsor. 
In the GOP-controlled Sen¬ 


ate, the bill's chances ap- 
pearslim. 

'The path forward may re¬ 
quire another election," 
said J ames Esseks, director 
ofthe American Civil Liber¬ 
ties Union's LG BT&amp; HIV 
Project. 

Esseks is hopeful that fed¬ 
eral courts may broaden 
some protections for LGBT 
people, notably with re¬ 
gard to workplace dis¬ 
crimination. But he says the 
Equality Act eventually will 
be needed to 'fill all the 
gaps" and provide com¬ 
prehensive protections in 
conservative states that 
are unlikely to enact LGBT 
rig hts bills on theirown. 

This year, LGBT nondiscrimi¬ 
nation bills have been filed 
in more than dozen state 
legislatures where the GOP 
either is in full control or, in 
the case of Virginia, con¬ 
trols one chamber. Two 
such bills passed Virginia's 
Democra tic-controlled 
Senate, but GOP leaders 
in the House of Delegates 
refused to consider them. 
None of the bills in other 
states appear headed for 
passage. 

Some examples: 

— In West Virginia, the state 
Senate's GOP leadership 
let an LGBT nondiscrimina¬ 
tion bill die without a hear¬ 
ing, despite a plea from 12 
mayors to consider it. 

— In North Dakota, a mea¬ 
sure that would prohibit 
housing or workforce dis¬ 
crimination based on sex¬ 
ual orientation was defeat¬ 
ed in the House by a 70-22 
vote. 

— In Arkansas, the state 
Supreme Court refused to 
let the city of Fayetteville 
enforce a local ordinance 
banning discrimination 
based on sexual orienta¬ 
tion or gender identity. 
The court cited a state 
law aimed at preventing 
local protections for LGBT 
peopleO 
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NewYoik, feds join to getlOOKrape kits tested around US 



In this Sept 12, 2018 file photo, Manhattan District Attorney, Cyrus Vance, Jr., speaks to reporters 
after a hearing in Manhattan criminal court in New York. 

Associated Press 


By J ENNIFER PEL1Z 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Lan¬ 
guishing evidence in over 
100,000 sexual assault cas¬ 
es around the country has 
been sent for DNA testing 
with money from a New 
York prosecutor and feder¬ 
al authorities, spurring over 
1,000 arrests and hundreds 
of convictions in three 
years, officia Is say. 

It's estimated that another 
155,000 or more sex assault 
evidence kits still a wait test¬ 
ing, and thousands of re¬ 
sults have yet to be linked 
to suspects. Many who 
have been identified can't 
be prosecuted because of 
legal time limits and other 
factors. 

Still, the effort is a start at 
correcting "an absolute 
tra vesty of justice," Manhat¬ 
tan District Attorney Cyrus 
R. Vance Jr. said Tuesday 
while releasing results of 
his $38 million investment in 
testing — aII outside hisown 
turf. 

'That backlog not only un¬ 
dermined justice and the 
perception, and reality, 
of equality — it also made 
every woman and every 
American less safe," he 
said. 

Law enforcement and law¬ 
makers have faced grow¬ 
ing calls in recent years to 
eliminate what's known 
as the rape kit backlog — 
swabs and samples col¬ 
lected in sex assault cases 
but never tested for DNA. 
Victims' advocates see the 
untested kits as signs that 
sexual assaults weren't tak¬ 
en seriously enough. 


Vance, who took office af¬ 
ter New York City cleared 
its own testing backlog, 
and the Department of 
J ustice's Bureau of J ustice 
Assistance have worked in 
tandem since 2015 to help 
otherplacestackle theirs. 
The two agencies have 
paid to send years-old 
kits to labs from dozens of 
states and communities, 
ranging from Flint, Michi¬ 
gan, to Mobile, Alabama, 
to LasVegas. 

One of those kits sat untest¬ 
ed for 15 years in Tracy Rios' 
case, though she'd given 
police the name of the 
then-friend she accused 
of luring her into a vacant 
apartment and sexually 
assaulting her in 2002 in 
Tempe, Arizona. Police said 
they couldn't charge him 
based on her word, and 
then she unden/vent a rape 
kit exam, but the investiga¬ 
tion soon stalled, she said. 

"I lost faith in the system. I 
thought they didn't care," 
she said Tuesday. A mes¬ 
sage was left for Tempe 
police about the case. 

Two years ago, she was 
told her rape kit had finally 
been tested, with money 
from the Manhattan DA's 
office, and police were 
pursuing hercase anew. 

"It was amazing to know I 
was going to get justice," 
said Rios, whose attackeris 
now serving a seven-year 
sentence forsexual assault. 
The Associated Press gen¬ 
erally does not identify 
people who say they have 
been sexually assaulted un- 
lessthey agree to be identi¬ 
fied, as Rios did. 


Some cities have mobilized 
on their own to test years- 
old rape kits. 

But the big grants from 
Manhattan and Washing¬ 
ton "infused this movement 
with resources," says Use 
Knecht of the Joyful Heart 
Foundation, a sexual as¬ 
sault victims' advocacy 
group. 

The backlog built up over 
decades, partly due to the 
cost of tests that can run 
$1,000 or more. 

But victims' advocates also 
say many sex assault cases 
simply got sidelined over 
the years by police and 
prosecutors who unduly 
disbelieved ordownplayed 
victims' allegations 
New York City worked 
through a 17,000-case 


backlog between 2000 
and 2003. Vance, a Dem¬ 
ocrat elected in 2009, of¬ 
fered other places money 
to attack their own back¬ 
logs and negotiated dis¬ 
count rates with labs. 

His program — financed 
with $38 million from settle¬ 
ments in banking-related 
cases — dispatched more 
tha n 55,000 ra pe kits to test¬ 
ing labs The results have 
yielded 186 arrests and 64 
convictions to date, with 
more investigations and 
prosecutions still underway, 
according to Vance's re¬ 
port. 

In Battle Creek, Michigan, 
arrests included a suspect 
in the 2013 sexua I a ssa ult of 
a 14-year-old girl. 
Authorities had his name 


from the start — he was 
a family friend — but her 
rape kit wasn't tested un¬ 
til Vance's grant program 
helped Michigan wipe out 
a 3,400-kit backlog. 

The woman, now 19, says 
she wasinitially angry when 
authorities told her they 
were ready to prosecute 
three years after the as¬ 
sault. She'd gotten on with 
her life, helped by coun¬ 
seling. But she ultimately 
agreed to testify, and her 
attacker pleaded guilty 
and was sentenced to up 
to 30 years in prison. 

"I feel proud of myself" for 
going forward with the 
case, the woman said 
Tuesday. And she doesn't 
feel scared to walk around 
town anymore.Q 


Feds charge Georgia woman 
with supporting cyber caliphate 


NEW YORK (AP) — Federal 
prosecutors in New Yorkan- 
nounced charges Tuesday 
against a woman accused 
of recruiting cybersupport¬ 
ers to an online group that 
published "kill lists" on be¬ 
half of the Islamic State. 

Kim Anh Vo, 20, was ar¬ 
rested in Georgia and ap¬ 
peared in federal court 
in Augusta on charges of 
conspiring to provide ma¬ 
terial support to a terrorist 
organization. 


She agreed to be trans¬ 
ferred to Manhattanforfur- 
ther proceedings. 

Her defense attorney, Ken 
Crowder, declined to com¬ 
ment on the charges. 

The FBI said in court filings 
that Vo joined an online 
group called the United Cy¬ 
ber Caliphate that spread 
propaganda on behalf of 
the Islamic State group and 
called on supporters to kill 
thousands of Americans in 
so-called lone wolf attacks 


Prosecutors said Vo recruit¬ 
ed members to the group, 
including a minorfrom Nor¬ 
way, to assist in hacking 
efforts, and also did edit¬ 
ing and translating for the 
group. 

She contacted the FBI on 
at least three occasions 
beginning in J uly 2017 say¬ 
ing she wished to speak to 
law enforcement, accord¬ 
ing to federal court filings. 
She was then interviewed 
by FBI agents.Q 
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New Mexic o bill would c reate first state- run pot shops in U.& 



In this Wednesday, Match 6, 2019 photo, Kbibin Osborn, left works as a cannabis adviser at a 
medical marijuana dispensaty in Santa Fe, N.M. 

Associated Press 


By MORGAN LEE 
Associated Press 
SANTA FE, N.M. (AP) — New 

Mexico would become the 
first U.S. state to set up its 
own government-operat¬ 
ed marijuana stores and 
subsidize medical canna¬ 
bis forthe poorundera bill 
brokered between Repub- 
licansand Democrats, asa 
new wave of states weighs 
legislation that would legal¬ 
ize recreational sales and 
consumption. 

The idea for state-run pot 
shops comes from a trio of 
GOP state senators who 
broke with local Repub¬ 
lican Party orthodoxy to 
embrace legal marijuana 
with a decidedly big-gov- 
emment approach that 
would have the state di¬ 
rectly oversee most sales— 
and require that marijuana 
consumerscarry receiptsof 
purchase or confront pen¬ 
alties. 

Those provisions were sown 
into Democrat-sponsored 
legislation that contains 
currentsof social justice, in¬ 
cluding a provision to sub¬ 
sidize medical cannabis for 
poor people with "debili¬ 
tating medical conditions" 
who might not otherwise 
be able to afford treat¬ 
ment. Tax dollars from rec¬ 
reational marijuana sales 
would fund employment 
and counseling programs 
in communities "dispropor¬ 
tionately affected by past 
federal and state drug poli¬ 
cies," including training to 
enterthe marijuana sector. 
Cariy Wolf, state policies 
coordinator at the Na¬ 
tional Organization for 
the Reform of Marijuana 
Laws, says the provisions for 
state-run stores and medi¬ 
cal cannabis subsidization 
both would be new to the 
United States, as New Mex¬ 
ico seeks to become the 
first state to set up a com¬ 
plete regulatory framework 
through legislation. 
Tenstatesand Washington, 
D.C., have legalized recre¬ 
ational marijuana — all by 
ballot initiative except Ver¬ 
mont, which allowed for 
personal use and growing 
but is still debating whether 
to authorize commercial 
production and sales 
Other legislative efforts to 
legalize recreational mari¬ 


juana are underway in New 
York a nd New J ersey, while 
a bill to legalize recreation¬ 
al cannabis in Democrat- 
dominated Hawaii fizzled 
last week. 

In New Mexico, a coterie 
of powerful conservative 
Democrats still standsin the 
way of a Senate floor vote 
on legalization. 

"It's not a priority," said 
Democratic Sen. John Ar¬ 
thur Smith of Deming, who 
will decide whether the 
marijuana bill is heard by 
the Senate Finance Com¬ 
mittee, a final hurdle be¬ 
fore a Senate vote. Smith 
does not favor legalization 
and worries about harmful 
effects of marijuana on the 
brain. 

Sen. PeterWirth, the cham¬ 
ber's Democratic majority 
leader, believes legaliza¬ 
tion would prevail in a floor 
vote. He said support from 
a contingent of Senate Re¬ 
publicans has redrawn the 
political battle on marijua¬ 
na along generational lines 
rather than partisan affilia¬ 
tion. 

Wirth also called the con¬ 
cept of state-run pot shops 
— thatwould sell marijuana 
on consignment without 
owning or producing it — 
a political game changer 
that allays anxiety about 
welcoming the nation's rol¬ 


licking, mu Itib illio n-d o lla r 
marijuana industry. In addi¬ 
tion, marijuana production 
licenses would come with 
an in-state residency re¬ 
quirement of two years. 

"It puts some parameters 
around it," Wirth said. 'The 
state can monitor what 
it looks like and how it ex¬ 
pands" 

Democratic Gov. Michelle 
Lujan Grisham has ex¬ 
pressed guarded support 
for recreational marijuana 
— provided the legislation 
addresses concerns about 
child access, impaired driv¬ 
ing, workplace safety and 
safeguarding the state's 
existing ma rijua na ma rket 
formedical patients 
"If the Legislature can 
check those boxes, bring it 
on,"Nora Sackett,a spokes¬ 
woman for Lujan Grisham, 
said in an email. 

New Mexico has watched 
neighboring Colorado's 
pioneering decision to le¬ 
galize and tax marijuana 
with a mixture of appre¬ 
hension and envy, as law¬ 
makers in Santa Fe struggle 
to find stable sources of tax 
revenue to improve public 
education and raise teach¬ 
er salaries. The judiciary is 
threatening to intervene in 
school funding decisions, 
citing inadequate educa¬ 
tional opportunities for chil¬ 


dren from poor and minor¬ 
ity families. 

New Mexico would levy 
a 17 percent tax on rec¬ 
reational marijuana sales 
and allow possession of 
up to 1 ounce (28 grams). 
Local governments can 
opt out, forgoing tax pro¬ 
ceeds in the process. State 
tax proceeds would fund 
detection technologies 
and training for police to 
identify impaired drivers. 
Businesses could maintain 
"zero-tolerance" polic iesfor 
drug testing asa condition 
of employment. 

Sponsors say the bill would 
safeguard New Mexico's 
medical marijuana pro¬ 
gram by removing taxeson 
medical pot to keep down 
prices and ensure its 70,000 
participants don't flock to 
the recreational market. At 
lea st fo ur othe r sta tes fo rg o 
taxes on medical marijua¬ 
na. 

New Mexico also would 
authorize marijuana con¬ 
sumption "lounges" for 
smoking and vaping — or 
eating any number of mar¬ 
ijuana-infused confections 
and foods—though the bill 
offers few detailson regula¬ 
tory oversig ht. 

Republican Sen. Cliff Pirtle, 
a dairyfarmerfrom Roswell, 
in a conservative political 
stronghold of the state, 


said state-run stores can 
prevent the proliferation of 
pot shops that some other 
states have witnessed, and 
provide retail shelf space 
at a low cost to fledgling 
marijuana producers. 

'You drive through Anonito 
and you used to not even 
have a gas station, and 
now it has four marijuana 
shops," said Pirtle, describ¬ 
ing a Colorado town of 
750 residents nearthe New 
Mexico state line. "I know in 
my district that's not what 
they want downtown to 
look like, so this would help." 
A number of U.S. states re¬ 
tain a monopoly on liquor 
sales through state-oper¬ 
ated stores — a regulatory 
option that dates back to 
prohibition. Several prov¬ 
inces in Canada, which le¬ 
galized marijuana last year, 
sell cannabis exclusively 
through government-run 
retail and online stores. 

In New Mexico, some pri¬ 
vate dispensaries would be 
allowed in remote areasat 
least 25 miles (40 kilome¬ 
ters) from the nearest state- 
run pot shop. 

State-run stores are among 
a host of provisions that 
respond to experiences in 
states with voter-approved 
legalization, where regu¬ 
lations were sometimes 
forged by lawmakers af¬ 
ter the fact, whether they 
sought legalization or not. 
House Democrats in New 
Mexico, where ballot initia¬ 
tives aren't available, say 
they spent years exploring 
policies and tax provisions 
fora bill that now includes 
funding for research on the 
health effect of legaliza¬ 
tion. 

'One of the benefits of do¬ 
ing it thro ugh the legislative 
process is you just jump into 
the nuanced details," said 
Emily Kaltenbach, state di¬ 
rector of the nonpartisan 
Drug Policy Alliance that 
favors decriminalization. 
'You iron those out." 

In negotiations over a fi¬ 
nal bill, local governments 
gained a greater share 
of tax proceeds to spend 
on anything from roads 
to counseling for drug ad¬ 
diction, and Republicans 
held on to prohibitions on 
homegrown recreational 
ma rijua na .□ 
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Chief: Probe finds racially 
divided Detroit police precinct 
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Foimer East Pittsburgh police officer Michael Rosfeld, charged 
with homicide in the shooting death of Antwon Rose II, arrives 
at the Dauphin County Courthouse in Hanisburg, Pa., Tuesday, 
March 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Blac k woma n added 
to jury over protests 
by officers lawyer 


In this Monday J uly 11, 2016 file image ftom video, Detroit Po¬ 
lice Chief James Craig speaksto reporters during a news con¬ 
ference held at his departments headquarters in Detroit 

Associated Press 


By MARKSCOLFORO 
Associated Aess 
HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — 

A judge in the case of a 
white western Pennsylvania 
police officer accused of 
shooting to death a black 
teenager last year put a 
black woman on the jury 
Tuesday overthe defense's 
objections but said he will 
reconsider the decision. 
Allegheny County Judge 
Alexander Bicket agreed 
that lawyers for former East 
Pittsburgh Police OfficerMi- 
chael Rosfeld had improp¬ 
erly ruled out the woman 
based on race, but later 
said he would "revisit" the 
topic. 

Rosfeld, 30, of Verona, is 
charged with criminal ho¬ 
micide for the June shoot¬ 
ing death of Antwon Rose 
II. Rose, 17, was shot three 
times, including in the 
back, as he ran from a 
vehicle that Rosfeld had 
stopped. 

The shooting prompted a 


series of protests, including 
a late night march down a 
major highway. 

Ihe firstday of jury selection 
produced six women and 
three menforthe panel, in¬ 
cluding two black women 
and one black man. J urors 
are being chosen in Har¬ 
risburg because of wide¬ 
spread publicity about the 
case in the Pittsburgh area. 
Ihe trial will begin next 
week in Pittsburgh and is 
expected to last more than 
a week. 

Prosecutors and the de¬ 
fense both have challeng¬ 
es they may use to elimi¬ 
nate potential jurors, but 
those challenges cannot 
be based on a potential 
juror's race, gender or eth¬ 
nicity. A 55-year-old black 
woman from Harrisburg 
was ruled out by Rosfeld 
defense attorney Patrick 
Ihomassey, prompting a 
so-called "Batson chal¬ 
lenge" from the Allegheny 
County prosecutors. □ 


By COREY WILLIAMS 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — A second 
white Detroit police offi¬ 
cer has been fired for mis¬ 
conduct after his partner 
posted a racist video on¬ 
line, and an internal audit 
found that racial insensitiv¬ 
ity is a "dirty little secret" in 
the west side police pre¬ 
cinct where both worked, 
the city's police chief said 
Tuesday. 

"The investigation into the 
6th Precinct was launched 
this year after Gary Steele, 
then a police officer, post¬ 
ed a video on Snapchat 
of a black driver whom he 
had pulled over for hav¬ 
ing expired plates. He can 
be heard saying "priceless" 
and "bye Felicia" as the 
23-year-old woman walks 
away. Video captions read 
'What black girl magic 
looks like" and "celebrating 
Black History Month." 

Steele wasfired two weeks 
ago. Chief James Craig 
announced Tuesday that 
Steele's partner, Michael 
Garrison, has also been 
fired for conduct unbe¬ 


coming an officer, not re¬ 
porting misconduct, ne¬ 
glect of duty, and being 
untruthful to investigators. 
'While investigating former 
officer Steele, investigators 
determined that officer 
Garrison also repeatedly 
demonstrated disturbing 
actions while on the job," 
said Craig, adding thatthe 
incidents were not isolated 
to the day the video was 
recorded. 

Craig said about a dozen 
allegations were leveled 
against Garrison, including 
that he used names for Af¬ 
rican- and Arab-Americans 
that were "certainly racial¬ 
ly insensitive, particularly 
when they're focused on 
one ortwo demographics" 
Garrison also failed to re¬ 
port the Snapchat video 
to supervisors and was 
not truthful when making 
statements to investigators, 
C ra ig sa id. 

Attorneys for the police 
union haven't replied to a 
phone message seeking 
comment. 

Police departments across 
the country are being scru¬ 


tinized and criticized for 
their treatment of African- 
Americans and other peo¬ 
ple of color. Protests over 
the shootingsof black men 
by white officers have up¬ 
turned dozens of cities in 
recent years. 

"The audit "should be used 
as a template to address 
racism precinct by pre¬ 
cinct and in special po¬ 
licing units," said Kenneth 
Reed, spokesman for the 
Detroit Coalition Against 
Police Brutality. 

'The coalition challenges 
Chief Craig to continue 
audits for each precinct," 
Reed said. 

The misconduct investi¬ 
gations into Garrison and 
Steele ran parallel to the 
probe that revealed the 
6th Precinct was "racially 
divided,"Craig said. 

"During this audit, some re¬ 
ferred to the racial insen¬ 
sitivities that was demon¬ 
strated by some that this 
was the 6th Precinct's dirty 
little secret. When com¬ 
ments were made, super¬ 
visors were pretty much 
non-responsive. Some of 
the comments were made 
around the station, some in 
the field," he said. One of¬ 
ficer told investigators that 
in January 2015, Garrison 
sa w a white ma n wa Iking in 
the cold, called him a 'tax- 
paying citizen" and gave 
the man a ride to his desti¬ 
nation. La ter in the shift, the 
officers saw a black man 
carrying whatappeared to 
be bags of groceries. The 
other officer asked if they 
were going to give the 
black man a ride. Garrison 
replied "no, we're not" and 
kept driving, Craig saidO 






WEDNESDAY 13 MARCH 


EWORLD NEWS 



May Day: UK Parliament rejects prime minister's Brexit deal 



Britain's Rime Minister Theresa May leaves from Downing Street in London, Tuesday, Match 12, 

Associated Press 


By J ILL LAWLESS 
RAFCASERX 

LONDON (AP) — With just 
17 days to go, Britain's de¬ 
parture from the Europe¬ 
an Union was thrown into 
chaos and doubt Tuesday 
as Parliament delivered 
a crushing double blow 
to Prime Minister Theresa 
May's Brexit divorce deal 
and to her authority as 
leader. 

Lawmakers rejected the 
deal 391-242, ignoring 
May's entreaties to back 
the agreement and end 
the political chaos and 
economic uncertainty that 
Brexit has unleashed. It 
was a narrower outcome 
than the historic 230-vote 
margin of defeat for the 
agreement in J anuary, be¬ 
fore May secured changes 
from the bloc — but not by 
much. 

Top EU officials warned that 
the defeat had increased 
the chances of a chaotic 
"no-deal" British exit, which 
could mean major disrup¬ 
tion forbusinessesand peo¬ 
ple in the U.K. and many of 
the 27 remaining EU coun¬ 
tries. 

The stinging 149-vote de¬ 
feat stripped away May's 


2019. 


control over the course of 
Brexit and handed it to Par¬ 
liament, which is divided 
about whatto do next. 

A drawn and hoarse May 
admitted defeat — again 
— and confirmed that Par¬ 
liament will vote Wednes¬ 
day on whether to leave 
the EU on March 29 with¬ 


out an agreement. If that 
is defeated — the likely 
outcome — lawmakers will 
vote Thursday on whether 
to delay Brexit, something 
that needsto be approved 
by the EU nations too. 

May warned lawmakers 
that "voting against leav¬ 
ing without a deal and for 


an extension doesnotsolve 
the problemswe face." 

'The EU will want to know 
what use we mean to 
make of such an extension. 
This House will have to an- 
swerthat question. Does it 
wish to revoke (Brexit-trig- 
gering) Article 50? Does it 
want to hold a second ref¬ 
erendum? Ordoesitwant 
to leave with a deal but not 
this deal? 

'These are unenviable 
choices,"she said. 

The EU, which had warned 
there would be no more 
changes or negotiations if 
Parliament threw out the 
deal, expressed exaspera¬ 
tion at yet another Brexit 
crisis. 

In a statement, the Euro¬ 
pean Commission said the 
member states "have done 
all that is possible to reach 
an agreement." 

"If there is a solution to the 
current impasse, itcan only 
be found in London," it said, 
adding that 'today's vote 
has significantly increased 
the likelihood of a 'no-deal' 
Brexit." 

European Parliament Brexit 
coordinator Guy Verhof- 
stadt tweeted: "Brexit was 
about taking back control. 
Instead the UK spiralled 
out of control." The defeat 
came after May and Eu¬ 
ropean Commission Presi¬ 
dent J ean-C la ude J uncker 
announced changes Mon¬ 


day designed to overcome 
la wma kens'concemsa bout 
provisions designed to en¬ 
sure the border between 
EU member Ireland and 
Britain's Northern Ireland re¬ 
mains open after Brexit. 

The mechanism, known 
as the backstop, is a safe¬ 
guard that would keep the 
U.K. in a customsunion with 
the EU until a permanent 
new trading relationship is 
in place. Brexit supporters 
in Britain fear the backstop 
could be used to bind the 
country to EU regulations 
indefinitely. 

May said documents to be 
added to the deal provid¬ 
ed "legally binding" assur¬ 
ances that the backstop 
would be temporary and 
that Britain would have a 
way to get out of it if the EU 
failed to negotiate in good 
faith. However, the text of 
the 585-page withdrawal 
agreement remained un¬ 
changed. 

May's hopes the conces¬ 
sions would be decisive 
were dashed when Attor¬ 
ney General Geoffrey Cox 
said the changes "reduce 
the risk" Britain could be 
trapped inside EU regula¬ 
tions — but do not elimi¬ 
nate it. 

In a written legal opinion , 
Cox said the U.K. could still 
not extract itself from the 
terms of the divorce deal 
unilaterally, a key demand 
of pro-Brexit British politi¬ 
cians. Afterward, hard¬ 
core Brexit supporters in 
May's Conservative Party 
and the prime minister's 
allies in Northern Ireland's 
Democratic Unionist Party 
both said they could not 
support the deal. 

The DUP, which props up 
May's minority government, 
said "sufficient progress has 
not been achieved" on the 
key issue of the Irish border. 
The European Research 
Group of pro-Brexit Conser¬ 
vatives, which has dozens 
of lawmakers as members, 
said the amendments "do 
not deliver 'legally binding 
changes'"to the withdraw¬ 
al agreement, as the gov¬ 
ernment promised. 

OtherEU nationshad urged 
British politicians to seize 
the chance to back the 
deal and ensure an orderly 
departure.^ 
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Aid groupsappealforSyria fundsasdonoishead to Brussels 



People take photographs of an installation featuring a drawing by a Syrian giri placed by 'Save 
the Children" NGO outside the European Commission and Council headquarters ahead of the 
Syria donors conference in Brussels, Tuesday, Match 12,2019. 

Associated Press 


By LDRNECOOK 
BRUSSELS (AP) - Aid orga¬ 
nizations appealed Tues¬ 
day for funds to help Syria 
recoverfrom an eight-year 
war that has driven almost 
6 million people out of the 
country, as donors from 
nearly 85 countries readied 
fora pledging conference 
in Brussels. 

Agencies, non-govern¬ 
mental organizations, and 
think tanks say the con¬ 
flict, which has killed more 
than 400,000 people and 
sparked a refugee exodus 
that destabilized Syria's 
neighbors and hit Europe, 
is far from over. Around 80 
percent of people inside 
the country live in extreme 
poverty and refugees are 
reluctant to return, fearing 
violence, conscription or 
prison. 

'Syrian refugees need trust 
thattheirreturn will be safe, 
secure and dignified," UN 
High Commissioner for Ref¬ 
ugees Filippo Grandi said 
during a weekend visit to 
Lebanon, which is strug¬ 
gling to cope with arrivals 
from overthe border. 
According to the Britain- 
based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, some 


100,000 people have been 
displaced since the last 
wave of violence began 
in mid-February, includ¬ 
ing tens of thousands from 
Khan Sheikhoun in north¬ 
west Syria, which has been 
repeatedly hit by gov¬ 
ernment forces from the 


air and ground in recent 
weeks. It estimated that 
some 140 people, including 
69 civilians, were killed over 
three weeks. 

As the conflict enters its 
ninth year, about 11.7 mil¬ 
lion Syrians still depend 
on aid, more than 6 mil¬ 


lion have been displaced 
inside Syria and some 2 
million children are out of 
school. 

But donor fatigue is grow¬ 
ing: Of around 3.5 billion 
euros ($3.9 billion) pledged 
last year, only around two 
thirdswere funded. 


Beyond providing aid, the 
European Union — the 
world's biggest donor and 
host of Thursday's confer¬ 
ence — refuses to help re¬ 
build the country until a po¬ 
litical settlement has been 
reached. 

"It'sa message of'you broke 
it, you own it, 1 " said Jean- 
Christophe Belliard, deputy 
secretary general of the 
EU's External Action Service 
— essentially the bloc's for¬ 
eign office — in reference 
to Syrian President Bashar 
Assad and his backers. 

The EU is hoping that the 
meeting can give impetus 
to stalled peace moves un- 
derU.N. auspices, on top of 
gathering humanitarian aid 
for Syria and for neighbors 
hosting refugees like Tur¬ 
key, Lebanon and J ordan. 
But some NGOs believe 
that its stance over rebuild¬ 
ing can be a seriousobsta- 
cle to genuine aid efforts 
"All too often that recon¬ 
struction line is limiting what 
in every othera id context in 
the world isconsidered best 
practice in terms of how to 
provide humanitarian aid," 
said Matthew Hemsley, Ox- 
fam'sSyria policyand com¬ 
munications ad vise r.Q 


Iraqi on trial in Geimany over murder, 
rape of 14-year-old 


Associated ness 
BERUN (AP) — A rejected 
Iraqi asylum-seeker admit¬ 
ted killing a 14-year-old lo¬ 
cal giri as he went on trial 
in Germany Tuesday in a 
case that fueled tensions 
over migration. He denied 
raping her. 

The 22-year-old Ali Bashar is 
accused of assaulting and 
murdering Susanna Feld¬ 
man in the western city of 
Wiesbaden in May. Bashar 
and his family abruptly left 
a home for asylum appli¬ 


cants in Germany afterthe 
killing, and he was la ter ex¬ 
tradited from Iraq. 

The defendant admitted to 
the Wiesbaden state court 
as his trial opened that he 
killed the giri, news agency 
dpa reported. 

"I don't know how thiscould 
happen," he said through 
an interpreter. He said that 
they had had consensual 
sex before the killing. 
Bashar said he had met 
the giri through a mutual 
acquaintance about three 


months previously, that 
they had often spent time 
together and he hadn't 
known how old she was 
There are no formal pleasin 
the German legal system. 
The trial is scheduled to last 
at least until early May. 
Bashar is believed to have 
arrived in Germany in Oc¬ 
tober 2015, at the height 
of the migrant influx to the 
country, and was appeal¬ 
ing the rejection of his asy¬ 
lum application at the time 
of the killing .□ 
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LongestUS-laliban peace ta Iks see 'progress' in Qatar 



In this photo released by the Rakislan Foreign Office, Pakistani Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi, left; meets with Geiman Foreign Minister Heiko Maas in Islamabad, Ftekistan, Tuesday, 
March 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By FAYABUELGASM 
KATHY GANNON 
Associated Press 
DOHA, Qatar (AP) — The 

longest peace talks be¬ 
tween the U.S. and the 
Taliban to end America's 
17-yea r wa r in Afg ha nista n 
concluded Tuesday night 
in Qatar, with both sides 
saying progress had been 
made. 

Ihe nearly two weeks of 
talks produced two draft 
agreements between the 
militants and the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment on a "withdraw¬ 
al timeline and effective 
counterterrorism mea¬ 
sures," American envoy 
Slmay Khalilzad wrote on 
Twitter. 

The diplomat said he'd go 
to Washington and meet 
with other concerned par¬ 
ties, likely including the Af¬ 
ghan government, which 
did not take part in the 13 
days of face-to-face talks 
in Doha, the Qatari capital. 
'The conditionsfor#peace 
have improved," Khalilzad 
wrote. "It's clear all sides 
want to end the war. De¬ 
spite ups and downs, we 
kept things on track and 
made real strides." 

The Ta liba n issued theirown 
statement, similarly saying 
"progress was achieved" 


on both of those issues. It 
stressed no cease-fire deal 
had been reached, nor 
any agreement for it to 
speak to the Afghan gov¬ 
ernment. 

"For now, both sides will de¬ 
liberate over the achieved 
progress, share it with their 
respective leaderships and 
prepare for the upcoming 
meeting, the date of which 
shall be set by both nego¬ 


tiation teams," the state¬ 
ment read. 

It wasn't immediately clear 
when the next round of 
talkswould begin. 

A Taliban official at the 
talks, who earlier spoke to 
The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity as 
he was unauthorized to re¬ 
veal details of the negotia¬ 
tions publicly, said the main 
sticking point remained 


when U.S. forces would 
withdraw. The Taliban want 
a withdrawal within three to 
five months, while the U.S. is 
saying it will take 18 months 
to two years, he said. 
Another sticking point 
would be a demand from 
America that the Taliban 
guarantee Afghanistan 
would never again host 
militants that would launch 
an attack against it. The 


Taliban have said it can 
agree to a general prom¬ 
ise, but remains unwilling to 
identify specific groupsin its 
pledge. 

Osama bin Laden's suc¬ 
cessor in al-Qaida, Ayman 
a I Swahri, is believed to 
be hiding in Afghanistan. 
Scores of other militants 
from Arab countries, in¬ 
cluding Yemen and Saudi 
Arabia, are also believed 
to be living in Afghanistan. 
The Taliban, who refuse to 
talk with the government 
in Kabul and describe it as 
a U.S. puppet, have long 
demanded direct talks with 
the U.S. but until Khalilzad's 
appointment last Septem¬ 
ber, Washington had shied 
away from opening face- 
to-face negotiations The 
Taliban, who had harbored 
al-Qaida and its leader, bin 
Laden, ruled Afghanistan 
before U.S. forces invaded 
in October 2001, following 
the 9/11 attacks The Tal¬ 
iban have made a major 
comeback in recent years, 
and today carry out near¬ 
daily attacks on Afghan 
security forces. That has 
made a peace process 
even more pressing and 
President Donald Trump 
has expressed frustration at 
the protracted conflict.Q 


UN warns thousands trapped in Yemen's northern flashpoint 



In this Oct 1,2018 file photo, children sit in fiont of moldy bread 
in their shelter, in Aslam, Hajjah, Yemen. 

Associated Hess 


By MAGGIE MICHAEL 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — A U.N. hu¬ 
manitarian agency warned 
on Tuesday that thousands 
of Yemeni civilians caught 
in fierce clashes between 
warring factions are 


trapped in an embattled 
northern district, an area 
that has become another 
flashpoint in the country's 
bitter civil war. 

The number of displaced 
in the impoverished district 
of Hajjah hasdoubled over 


the past six months, with 
over 5,300 families fleeing 
from the district and its sur¬ 
rounding area in the past 
weeks, according to the 
U.N. Office for the Coordi¬ 
nation of Humanitarian Af¬ 
fairs, orOCHA. 

Hajjah's mountainous dis¬ 
trict of Kushar, only 50 kilo¬ 
meters (31 miles) from the 
border with Saudi Arabia 
has been hit particularly 
hard — roadsand all com¬ 
munication lines are cut 
and 'thousands of civilians 
are reportedly trapped be¬ 
tween conflicting parties," 
the U.N. said. 

Over the past days, air- 
strikes by the Saudi-led co¬ 
alition, which is fighting on 
behalf of Yemen's interna¬ 
tionally recognized gov¬ 
ernment, killed 22 people, 
including women and 14 
children in the area. 

"It is outrageous that inno¬ 


cent civilians continue to 
die needlessly in a conflict 
that should, and can be 
solved," said Use Grande, 
the U.N. humanitarian co- 
ordinatorin Yemen. 
Yemen's Houthi rebels im¬ 
posed tight control over 
Kushar after powerful lo¬ 
cal tribesmen took up arms 
against them. The Houthis 
subsequently shelled the 
district — home to 100,000 
people — and killed and 
wounded scores of civil¬ 
ians Thousands were dis¬ 
placed. As the Houthi 
siege strangled the area, 
the Saudi-led coalition air¬ 
dropped food and medi¬ 
cine to the tribes. 

The district's tribes, in a 
2012 deal with the Houthis, 
had remained neutral in 
Yemen's civil war, which 
erupted in 2014, and were 
in return left in peace on 
their lands. The area's Ha- 


jour tribes also belong to 
the same Sydi Shiite sect 
as the Houthis. 

But after the Houthis tried 
to use the district to send 
weapons and reinforce¬ 
ments to other front-lines, 
where they have been 
fighting Saudi-backed forc¬ 
es, the deal collapsed. 

The recent developments 
in Hajjah — where the total 
number of displaced due 
to the fighting numbers 
around 30,000 — under¬ 
score the fragmentation of 
the Houthis'support base in 
northern Yemen, where the 
rebels have mostly been 
in control since the start of 
the conflict. 

Yemen's civil war has killed 
over60,000 people — both 
civilians and combatants 
— and displaced 3 million, 
pushing the already impov¬ 
erished nation to the brink 
of fa mine.□ 
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Mongolian beef 

Dessert 

Vanilla ice cream 


Opening hours: daily 4PM - 1AM Opening hours kitchen: daily 4PM -11PM - Live music: daily outside 7:30PM * 10:30PM 
J E. Irousquin Btvd 370 (across (tom Borcel6 Resort) Arawak Garden, Palm Beach 
Tel: +297 280 0019 ■ E: dragonfly@arubawineonddlne.com 
www.dragonflyaruba.com ■ www.facebook.com/dragonflyaiuba 


China says Muslim 'training 1 centers will slowly disappear 


By YANAN WANG 
BEIJING (AP) — Heavily 
guarded intemmentcamps 
for Muslims which China 
calls vocational training 
centers will gradually dis¬ 
appear if there comes a 
time that "society does not 
need" them, regional au¬ 
thorities said Tuesday. 

Ihe camps in the far-west 
Xinjiang region have elicit¬ 
ed an international outcry, 
with former inmates de¬ 
scribing harsh conditions in 
which Muslim minoritiesare 
subject to political indoc¬ 
trination and psychologi¬ 
cal torture. Human rights 
groups, researchers and 
the U.S. government esti¬ 
mate around 1 million peo¬ 
ple from the predominantly 
Muslim Uighurand Kazakh 



Chen Quanguo, center. Communist Party secretary of China's 
Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region, gestures while speaking 
during a group discussion meeting on the sidelines of China's 
National People's Congress (NPC) at the Great Hall of the Peo¬ 
ple in Beijing, Tuesday, Match 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 

ethnic groups are held in spread throughout the vast 
a network of compounds region. 


At a news conference on 
the sidelines of the annual 
meeting of China's cere¬ 
monial legislature, Xinjiang 
Gov. ShohratSkirdeclined 
to disclose the number of 
what he called 'trainees." 
But he said the figure is'far 
less"than 1 million and de¬ 
scribed extensive reports 
on conditions in the camps 
as "pure fabrications." 

While China initially denied 
the existence of the system 
of internment camps, in 
the face of growing glob¬ 
al condemnation it now 
says it has established 'Vo¬ 
cational training centers" 
where people vulnerable 
to the lure of religious ex¬ 
tremism are enrolled in free 
legal and language classes 
and can learn practical 


work skills. 

Skirsaid the campsdo not 
target any particular faith, 
though religious activities 
are banned in the camps 
Ex-detainees say the over¬ 
whelming majority of those 
in the camps a re Muslim. 
'We fully ensure freedom of 
religion," including accom¬ 
modating Muslim 'trainees'" 
desire for ha la I food, Skir 
said, adding that they can 
request time off and go 
home on weekends, "like 
many boarding schools." 
Like his immediate prede¬ 
cessors as Xinjiang gover¬ 
nor, Skir is from the region's 
native Uighurethnic group, 
providing a public face for 
the government and its 
claims that Xinjiang is an 
autonomous region. □ 


Seoul: North Korea launch would be catastrophe for diplomacy 



Moon Chung-in, a special adviser to South Korean Resident 
Moon Jae-in, speaks during a forum hosted by the Kwanhun 
Club in Seoul, South Korea, Tuesday, Match 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By HYUNG-j IN KIM 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) - 

North Korea must not use a 
possible rocket launch as 
leverage in negotiations 
with the U.S, a South Ko¬ 
rean presidential adviser 
said Tuesday, saying such 
a move could be "cata¬ 
strophic" for global diplo¬ 
macy on its nuclear pro¬ 
gram. 

U.S.-based websites re¬ 
cently released satellite 
photographs indicating 
North Korea has restored 
structures at its long-range 
rocket launch facility that 
it dismantled last year at 
the start of diplomacy with 
the United States. Other 
satellite imageries show in¬ 
creased vehicle activities 
ata separate North Korean 
facility used to manufac¬ 
ture missiles, and rockets for 


satellite launches. 

Some experts say these 
suggest North Korea may 
be assembling a long- 
range rocket to carry out 
a banned satellite launch 
in the wake of last month's 
North Korea-U.S. summit in 
Hanoi that ended without 
any agreement. 

Moon Chung-in, a retired 
university professor who 
is now a special adviser 
to President Moon Jae-in, 
told a panel discussion that 
North Korea using a rocket 
launch or other nuclear 
activities as leverage in ne¬ 
gotiations would be a "bad 
move." 

Moon Chung-in said such a 
North Korean move could 
eventually cause a "cata¬ 
strophic" consequence or 
a "big disaster" in the U.S.- 
North Korea diplomacy. 


"I wonder if North Korea 
should avoid" such an ac¬ 
tion, Moon said. 

He said both North Korea 
and the U.S. must restrain 
themselves to keep diplo¬ 
macy alive and start unof¬ 
ficial contacts to resume 
talks. He said the Hanoi 
summit showed how "diffi¬ 
cult" and "painful" it would 
be to achieve denuclear¬ 
ization on the Korean Pen¬ 
insula. 

The Ha noi summit fell a pa rt 
due to disputes over how 
much sanctions reliefs 
North Korea could win in 
return for limited nuclear 
disarmament steps Wash¬ 
ington and Pyongyang ac¬ 
cuse each otherof causing 
the summit's breakdown, 
but both sides have avoid¬ 
ed harsh criticism against 
each other and expressed 


hopes for future negotia¬ 
tions No official meeting 
between the countries has 
yet to be publicly sched¬ 
uled. 

The Feb. 27-28 summit was 


the second summit be¬ 
tween North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un and President 
Donald Trump since they 
met for the first time in Sn- 
gapore lastj une.Q 
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US pulling last diplomats from Venezuela amid powercrisis 



People collect water (ailing from a leaking pipeline along the banks of the Guaiie River during 
rolling blackouts* which affects access to running water in people's homes* offices and stones* in 
Caracas* Venezuela, Monday, March 11, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By FA BIO LA SANCHEZ 
SCOTT SMITH 

CARACAS* Venezuela (AP) 

— "The U.S. said late Mon¬ 
day that it is pulling its last 
remaining diplomats from 
Venezuela, saying their 
continued presence at 
the country's embassy in 
Caracas had become a 
"constraint" on U.S. policy 
asthe Trump administration 
aggressively looks to oust 
socialist President Nicolas 
Maduro. 

Ihe announcement came 
from Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo in a tweet shortly 
before midnight comes 
as Venezuela struggles to 
restore electricity follow¬ 
ing four days of blackouts 
around the country. 

The U.S. has led an inter¬ 
national effort to replace 
Maduro with opposition 
leader Juan Guaido, who 
vows to hold a new presi¬ 
dential election. Guaido is 
backed by some 50 coun¬ 
tries, while Maduro main¬ 
tains sup port from countries 
such as China, Russia and 
Cuba. 

Maduro ordered allU.S.dip- 
lomatsto leave Venezuela 
in late J anuary because of 
its support for Guaido, but 
he later retreated and al¬ 
lowed them to stay. Ihe 
U.S. still withdrew the bulk of 
embassy personnel, leav¬ 
ing a skeletal staff led by 
career foreign service offi- 
cerj amesStory. 

Pompeo said the remain¬ 
ing diplomatswould be out 
of Venezuela by the end of 
the week but gave no indi¬ 
cation of future policy steps 
despite past warnings that 
"a II o ptio ns" — inc lud ing the 
use of military force — are 
on the table for removing 
Maduro. 

The move came after an¬ 
other day of chaos as 
poweroutagesthat began 
Thursday evening contin¬ 
ued to cause problems for 
Venezuelans, leaving them 
with little power, waterand 
communications 
People converged on a 
polluted river to fill water 
bottles in Caracas, and 
scattered protests erupted 
in several cities 
A 3-year-old girl with a 
brain tumor languished in 
a Caracas hospital, await¬ 
ing treatment after doctors 


started surgery but then 
suspended the operation 
when nationwide power 
outages first hit on Thurs¬ 
day, said the girl's fearful 
mother, who only gave her 
first name, Yalimar. 

'The doctors told me that 
there are no miracles,"said 
Yalimar, who hopes her 
daughter can be trans 
ferred Tuesday to one of 
the few hospitals in Ven¬ 
ezuela that would be able 
to finish the complex pro¬ 
cedure. 

The girl's story highlight¬ 
ed an unfolding horror in 
Venezuela, where years 
of hardship got abruptly 
worse after the power grid 
collapsed. On Monday, 
schools and businesses 
were closed, long lines 
of cars waited at the few 
gasoline stations with elec¬ 
tricity and hospitals cared 
for many patients without 
power. Generators have 
alleviated conditions for 
some of the critically ill. 
President Nicolas Maduro 
said on national television 
Monday nightthat progress 
had been made in restor¬ 
ing power in Venezuela. 
He also said two people 
who were allegedly try¬ 
ing to sabotage power fa¬ 
cilities were captured and 
were providing information 
to authorities, though he 
gave no details 
Guaido, who heads the 
opposition-controlled 


congress, and the United 
States say Madura's claims 
that the U.S. sabotaged 
the power grid with a "cy¬ 
berattack" are an attempt 
to divert attention from the 
government's own failings 
There have been acts of 
kindness during Venezu¬ 
ela's crisis: People whose 
food would rot in refrigera¬ 
tors without power donat¬ 
ed it to a restaurant, which 
cooked it for distribution to 
charities and hospitals. 

The blackoutsalso have hit 
the oil industry. The country 
hasn't shipped $358 mil¬ 
lion in oil since the power 
failures started, and 'the 
whole system is grinding to 
a halt," said Russ Da lien, a 
Miami-based partneratthe 
brokerage firm Caracas 
Capital Markets 
Two large tankers are sit¬ 
ting empty at the J ose off¬ 
shore oil-loading dock, and 
at least 19 other ships are 
waiting their turns there, 
Da lien said. 

Engineers have restored 
power in some parts of 
Venezuela, but it often 
goesoutagain.There have 
been a few protests in Ca¬ 
racas and reports of simi¬ 
lar anti-govemment anger 
elsewhere. Guaido tweet¬ 
ed about reports of looting 
in some cities, but details 
were difficult to confirm. 
Security forces in the city 
of Maracaibo dispersed 
"criminals"trying to take ad¬ 


vantage of the power cuts, 
Mayor Willy Casanova told 
local media. However, nu¬ 
merous videos posted on 
social media that purport¬ 
ed to be from Maracaibo 
showed crowds roaming 
the streets and people 
running from looted, dam¬ 
aged buildings with no po¬ 
lice in sight. 

In Caracas, some people 
reported more sightings 
of "colectivos," a term for 
armed groups allegedly 
operating on behalf of the 
state to intimidate oppo¬ 
nents. 

The mood in Caracas was 
desperate. 

Marian Morales, a nurse 
working for a Catholic 
youth group, and several 
colleagues handed out 
diapers and food from a 
carparked neara hospital. 
Police and men in civilian 
clothing ordered them to 
leave, saying they didn't 
have permission. 
Moralessaid the needyare 
cautious about approach¬ 
ing to collect the handouts 
because of the presence 
of security forces 
Early Monday, an explosion 
rocked a power station in 
the Baruta area of Cara¬ 
cas Residents gathered to 
look at the charred, smol¬ 
dering equipment. 

Guaido said three of four 
electricity transformers 
servicing the area were 
knocked out. He has 


blamed the blackouts on 
government corruption 
and mismanagement. 
Winston Cabas, the head 
of Venezuela's electrical 
engineers union, which 
opposes the government, 
disputed government alle¬ 
gations that the country's 
main hydroelectric dam 
was sabotaged last week. 
He blamed a lack of main¬ 
tenance as well as the de¬ 
parture of skilled workers 
from the troubled country 
overthe years. 

'The system is vulnerable, 
fragile and unstable," he 
said. 

Spain's airline pilots union 
asked for Spanish airline 
Air Europa to stop flying 
to Venezuela after one of 
its crews was attacked at 
gunpoint in Caracas The 
Sepia union said two pilots 
and eight more crew mem- 
bersof a flight from Madrid 
were assaulted on Satur¬ 
day while going from the 
airport to their hotel in the 
Venezuelan capital. None 
of the crew members was 
injured. 

Air Europa responded by 
ordering the crews of flights 
to Venezuela to not spend 
the nig ht in the c o u ntry, a c - 
cording to the union. 

The administration of U.S. 
President Donald Trump 
imposed sanctions on a 
Moscow-based bank joint¬ 
ly owned by Russian and 
Venezuelan state-owned 
companies, alleging it tried 
to circumvent U.S. sanc¬ 
tions on the South Ameri¬ 
can country. The U.S. said 
it is targeting Evrofinance 
Mosnarbank for supporting 
Petroleosde Venezuela SA, 
the state oil company pre¬ 
viously targeted by sano¬ 
tions in J anuary. 

Evrofinance said it was 
carrying out its activities 
normally despite the an¬ 
nouncement and pledged 
to "meet its obligations to 
the clients and partners in 
full." 

The U.S. and the other gov¬ 
ernments that recognize 
Guaido as Venezuela's in¬ 
terim president say Mad¬ 
uro wasn't legitimately re¬ 
elected last year because 
opposition candidates 
weren't permitted to run. 
Maduro says he is the tar¬ 
get of a U.S. coup plotO 
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Aniba lourism Authority Recognizes 
Ewald Biema ns for His Pioneering Elforts 



ORANJ ES1AD — As is cus- 
ternary, Aruba was pres¬ 
ent at the ITB Beilin Confer¬ 
ence, the largest interna¬ 
tional conference in con¬ 
nection with travel tourism. 
For 2019, Aiuba's booth 
reception, with the hashtag 
#0 N EHA PPYHO URC O C K- 
TAIL, was an extra-special 
one. 

It commemorated the fact 
that A.TA. has been pro¬ 
moting Aruba in the Euro¬ 
pean market for 35 years 
and that Mr. Ewald Bie- 
mans, founder of Bucuti & 
Tara Beach Resort, was an 


essential part of this trajec¬ 
tory with his presence at ITB 
for 39 years. 

Aruba's commemoration 
of 35 years in the Europe¬ 
an market, with promotion 
and efforts through A.TA., 
started at ITB last Wednes¬ 
day. Ihe A.T.A. will take the 
opportunity in 2019 to em¬ 
phasize the importance of 
Europe for Aruba through 
thispromotiona I campaign, 
where they will give atten- 
tionto several pioneersand 
people who played a key 
role in promoting Aruba's 
tourism in Europe. Further¬ 


more, the evolution and 
the promotion of Aruba's 
tourism product will be car¬ 
ried outthrough activations 
both between the partners 
in the market and among 
consumers 

Importance of diversifying 
the Aruba market 

Mr. Biema ns, who attend¬ 
ed ITB for his 39th time, is 
undoubtedly a pioneer in 
opening Aruba to the Euro¬ 
pean market. Mr. Biema ns 
came to our island more 
than 50 years ago with a 
vision that has proven fruit¬ 
ful for our tourism sector. 
Aware that tourism was 
the largest economic pil¬ 
lar of Aruba and that Eu¬ 
rope represented great 
opportunitiesforAruba, Mr. 
Biema ns recognized the 
importance of diversifying 
Aruba's markets. Mr. Bie- 
man's vision was and still is 
to emphasize that if we de¬ 
stroy nature, ourtourism will 
also be destroyed. He is a 
visionary who surely helped 
elevate our tourist product 
in Aruba and serves as an 
example for efforts in the 
area of sustainable man¬ 


agement and develop¬ 
ment worldwide. 

During the special recep¬ 
tion on Wednesday, March 
6, Ronella Tjin Asjoe-Croes, 
CEO of A.T.A., and lirso 
Tramp, director of Europe 
for A.T.A., recognized Mr. 
Biema ns for his pioneer¬ 
ing efforts in the European 
market. With different part- 
nersand the European me¬ 
dia present, they reflected 
on A.T.A.'s 35 years in Eu¬ 
rope. Since 2009, Bucuti 
& Tara Beach Resort has 
received approximately 
45 awards focusing on ro¬ 
mance, sustainability, and 
guest experience. Mr. Bie- 
manshasa long history of 
experience in sustainable 
tourism. Some of the prizes 
received overthe years in¬ 
clude, among others, the 
Green Globe Certifica¬ 
tion and the Travelife Gold 
Certification. In 2014, Mr. 
Biemans was honored as 
hotelier of the year by the 
Caribbean Travel Awards. 
In 2016, he was recognized 
with a Gold Adrian Award 
as a leader in sustainable 
tourism by Hospitality Sales 


& Marketing Association 
International (HSMAI) and 
National Geographic Trav¬ 
eler, and in 2017, he was 
recognized by Caribbean 
Journal as hotelier of the 
year. It should be men¬ 
tioned that in the month of 
April, Mr. Biema ns will be in 
Seville, Spain, to represent 
Bucuti&Tara Beach Resort 
asone of the finalists for the 
Global Tourism for Tomor¬ 
row Awards. 

In 2015, a street in front of 
the Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort was named after 
Mr. Biemans, honoring his 
tireless work for the envi¬ 
ronment and tourism. The 
A.T.A. strives to follow the 
example of leaders like 
Mr. Biemans to ensure the 
well-being of our tourism 
product and promote the 
welfare of our environment 
and the entire community 
of Aruba. A.T.A is proud to 
be able to count on the 
leadership, support, and 
participation of Mr. Bie¬ 
mans in the development 
of Aruba's tourism and Eu¬ 
ropean tourism for Aruba. 
Congratulations and thank 
you! □ 


lie kle your Taste Buds with liena del Sol 




NOORD — There is a place 
on the Northern part of the 
island that makes up for 
your perfect dream night 
The location: the island's 
rugged north coast and 
blue ocean forming your 
panoramic from liena del 


Sol's restaurant; either from 
the poolside outdoor ter¬ 
race or from the elegant 
indoor restaurant The of¬ 
fering: From breakfast to 
dinner excellent cuisine, 
friendly service, and a gor¬ 
geous setting, but now even 


mote special with the NEW 
'All You Canlasle' concept 
- on from Tuesdays to Sat¬ 
urdays from 6PM - 10PM. 

Tune in for an experience 
that will give dining an¬ 
other perspective. We are 
not talking about the stan¬ 
dard 3-course menu, but 
about a journey through 
taste-land. The Restaurant 
at Terra del Sol invites you 
to ta ste a s ma ny ta p a -sized 
items as you wish from their 
extensive fine dining menu. 

Fresh Oysters, Tuna Crab 
Duo, Bruchetta Caprese, 
Portobello Mushroom, 
Smoked Beef Tataki or 
Chicken Curry Waldorf 
Salad are only some of the 


welcoming dishes. For the 
main courses you can de¬ 
cide for Skirt Steak, Duck 
Venison Duo or Pumpkin 
Risotto among others and 
to top it off with a sweet 
surrendera Duo of Quesillo 
& Brownie, Melon Martini 


or Cheesecake are one of 
the choices This all for a 
special price and including 
a glass of sangria. Indulge 
into this culinary discov¬ 
ery at the most romantic 
scenery of our One Happy 
Island .□ 
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Hand4addKcs: Lending a helping hand 

foundation held an event for the 
month of March called "March 
18th Edition." Since we are com¬ 
memorating the Flag & National 
Anthem Day this month, they pre¬ 
pared some local food forthe cli¬ 
ents. A delicious soup and salad, 
together with a treat called"pan 
bollo" was served and the addict 
surely enjoyed it. They got their 
usual haircuts, showers and clean 
clothes_and the smile ontheirfac- 
essaid it a II. 



ORANJ ES1AD - Hand4Addicts is 
a foundation consisting of a group 
of volunteers who help the ad¬ 
dicted in the city of Oranjeslad. 
The help they provide is by giving 
them warm meals, clean clothes, a 
chance to bathe and geta haircut 
once a month. This way they can 
show to these people that they 
are still part of the community. The 
foundation wants to change the 
way our community views and in¬ 
teracts with the people who strug¬ 
gle with addiction. They ate also 
someone's friend or family mem¬ 


ber and many times their basic 
needs are neglected. This is where 
Ha nd4addites comes in. 

The foundation isa non-profit orga¬ 
nization that does not receive any 
help from the government. They 
are completely dependent on 
donations_ with most being done 
from our everyday people. They 
welcome all sorts of donations 
such as hygiene products, cloth¬ 
ing, shoes, towels etc. 

On Sunday, March 10th, 2019 the 




Being able to see them 'grateful' 
fora meal, shower, clean clothes 
and a haircut is priceless! 


Their next event will be held on Sun¬ 
day, April 21st, 2019 in front of the 
formerHotel Central in Oranjestad, 
starting at 10:30 AM. 

For more information on how to 
lend a helping hand to thisfounda- 
tion please call 5931816 /5929224 
or email them at hand4addicts@ 
gmail.com orcheckouttheirface- 
bookpage Hand4Addicts.Q 


Honoring of loyal and friendly visitors 



ORANJ ESTAD — Recently, J onathan Boekhoudt 
of the Aruba Tourism Authority had the great 
pleasure to honor Aruba's loyal and friendly vis¬ 
itors as Distinguished Visitors and Goodwill Am¬ 
bassadors. The Distinguished visitor certificate is 
presented on behalf of the Minister of Tourism, 
as a token of appreciation to the guests who 
visit Aruba 10 years and mote consecutively. 
The Goodwill Ambassador certificate is pre¬ 
sented to guests who visit Aruba 20 years and 
mote consecutively. 

The honoreesare Angel & Robert Stevens, resi- 


dentsof Road Island. Who have been honored 
as Distinguished Visitors and are staying at the 
Divi Phoenix Resort. They love the island very 
much for its beautiful weatherand nice beach¬ 
es 

Also honored were Rene and Lisa Mathieu resi¬ 
dents of West Tibury. They have been honored 
asGoodwill Ambassadorssince they have been 
coming to the island for 25 consecutive years 
Rene & Lisa love the island very much and they 
feel they are part of one big family of the One 
Happy Island. 


Another honoree were the couple Ann Fogel & 
Rick Hemmert from Cincinnati. Who have been 
honored as Distinguished visitors They have 
been coming for 11 consecutive visits to the 
island and are staying at Bucuti & Tara Beach 
Resort. 

Boekhoudt together with representatives of the 
Resorts presented the certificate to the honor- 
ees, and also handed over some presents and 
thanked them for choosing Aruba as their fa¬ 
vorite vacation destination and as their home 
away from home.Q 
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— WIN A SHARE OF UP TO — 

K$ 1,000 in Free Slot Play 

Every Wednesday | 1 Oam to Midnight 


if/ \ i 

. Open daily lflomto 4am [ J.E, Irausquin Blvd#47 
CASINO AND SHOPS 583.5000 | cosinoalliambra.com - 


See Club for rfelniSs. 


Earn 25 points and swipe at any kiosk to play. Win $25 to $250 
in Free Slot Play. Play up to five times each Wednesday. 


Aiuba to Me 

ORANJ ES1AD - We would like 
to portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va¬ 
cation picture while enjoying 
our Happy Island. Complete 
the sentence: Aruba to me is 

. Send your picture with 

thattext (including your name 
and where you ate from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation 
memory. 

Isn't that a special way to 
keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By sub¬ 
mitting photos, text or any 
other materials, you give per¬ 
mission to Aruba Today news¬ 
paper, Caribbean Speed 
Printersand any of its affiliated 
companiesto use said materi¬ 
als, as well as names, likeness, 
etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out 
our website and Facebook 
page! Thank you for support¬ 
ing our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
readerevery day againQ 


Fortoday's newspaper 
we received a great 
picture from 

Jessica Guthrie 
from Canada. 
She wrote: 


Aruba to 
us is.. 
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Hope for All, Green for Health 



by HopeAruba Movement 
NOORD — Aruba is a nation of 
hopeful individuals, who want the 
bestfbrtheir island. It is a factthat 
the Social challenges feeing our 
island affect us all in one way or 
another. Whether it is child abuse 
or neglect; domestic violence, life- 
conbolling addictions, the high rate 
of high-school drop outs, increas¬ 
ing poverty, etc. etc., when one is 
affected, we are all affected. 

While we understand that it is the 
role of government to be the pri¬ 
mary catalyst in providing the 
framework, platform and financing 
for addressing these social chal¬ 
lenges, we also understand that 
the government is not necessarily 
the only agent to heal these issues 
Understanding both our respon¬ 
sibility and privilege as citizens, 
whether individual orcorporate, to 
play an active part in creating the 
future we want to see, is critical if 
we are to heal our nation. 

We must understand the severe 
consequences of the long-term 
mismanagement of Public Financ¬ 
es and how this affects us all, di¬ 


rectly or indirectly. Government fi¬ 
nancial aid for social organizations 
has dropped by more than 50% in 
the past years. So what are we to 


do? A group of citizens decided... 
we will start by taking responsibility! 
This prompted the birth of HopeA¬ 
ruba Movement's first Social Im¬ 


pact Business, Goshen Sustainable 
Development Corporation VBA 
and HopeAruba's first Social Im¬ 
pact Vehicle underthe HopeAru¬ 
ba Fundacion Restauracion ban¬ 
ner CasSperansa Nobo. 

We started small...one seed at a 
time...and we GREW! 

We developed the Goshen 
Smoothie and we started to devel¬ 
op an Agri-Tourism niche "Farm to 
Table" experience, a unique expe¬ 
rience forourvisitors...a true "taste 
of Aruba. Coming in 2019, we will 
open: 

- Goshen Villas - A Bed & Breakfast 
concept and Momentous Cafe 
at Goshen at Alto Vista 52, as we 
grow ourbusinessto provide entre¬ 
preneurial solutions to social chal¬ 
lenges And of course, Goshen's 
main purpose is to support vehicles 
for social change as we engage 
in businesswith a purpose, we can 
be an instrument for national trans¬ 
formation! 

More information is to be found at 
Facebook HopeAruba Movement 
and goshen sustainable develop¬ 
ment corporation vba.Q 
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A weekly calendar with a selection of what s going on in Aruba 



Wednesday 13 

All you can Eat Ribs 

• All you can eat ribs 
are on Wednesdays!! 
Accompanied with a 
Salad, Cole Slaw and 
French fries. 

• From 6:00 PM till 10:00 
PM 

• Mango’s Bar at The Mill 
Resort & Suites Aruba 

• The Mill Resort & Suites 
Aruba 



Sunday 17 

Shamrock Luck ~ Irish Pop-Up 

• Feeling Lucky? 

Celebrate the luckiest weekend of the year with Renaissance 
Aruba’s St. Patrick’s ~ Irish Pop-up. A weekend filled with festivi¬ 
ties, shamrocks, green beer and a lot of food! 

• From 4:00 PM till 12:00 AM 

• Renaissance Marketplace, Ex-Sidebar 

• Facebook Renaissance Aruba resort & Casino 


Thursday 14 
Fundraising Bake sale 

• The foundation for the visually impaired is 
preparing a sweet tooth especially for you. 
Enjoy some delicious cakes together with a 
superb cup of coffee. Sweets, coffee and 
music and all for a great cause. 


Friday 15 

Zumba thon Fundraising Event 

• We invite you to try Zumba with 
the islands best Zumba instructors. 
Dance to the benefits of the chil¬ 
dren of the Orphanage Imelda Hof. 

• From 6:00 PM to 8:30 PM 

• Kinderhuis Imeldahof, Next to St. 
Anna Church, Noord 

• Facebook Kinderhuis Imeldahof 



Saturday 16 

Aruba Doet- Do what needs to be Done! 

• Renovating, building, cleaning, organizing and gardening is 
something you would like to volunteer to? This is your chance. Join 
the biggest volunteer event on Aruba. Checkout the website for 
the list of all projects. 

• Starts at 8:00 AM 

• Different locations 

• www.arubadoet.com 


• From 9:00 AM till 11:30 AM 

• Favi, Primavera 233 

• Facebook Favi 




Monday 18 

Aruba's National Flag & Anthem 
Day 

• Celebration of this day is to 
be seen all over the islands. 
Want to know more about 
our island history? How about 
visiting some great museums 
such as Museo Historico Aruba 
in Oranjestad or the Museum of 
Industry, Community Museum 
or Carnival Euphoria all in San 
Nicolas. 

• From 10:00 AM 

• Different Locations 

• Facebook Fundacion Museo 
Aruba 




Tuesday 19 

Full Moon & Stars Gazing atCalifbmia Lighthouse 

• Aruba’s most visited landmark will be for an incredible night 
viewing opportunity with the Full Moon. Experience beautiful 
sights of the moon, the landscape and even stars depending on 
the clouds! This March 2019 it will be a Full Worm Moon! 

• From 7:00 PM till 10:00 PM 

• California Lighthouse 

• Facebook California Lighthouse Aruba 
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NHL Maple 
leal^ Reilly 
didn't utter 
gay slur at 
official 

TORONTO (AP) — Toronto 
Maple Leafs defenseman 
Morgan Rielly didn't direct 
a gay slur at referee Brad 
Meier during the game 
against the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, the NHL said 
Tuesday afteran investiga¬ 
tion. 

Television cameras picked 
up what sounded like a slur 
with 1:51 left in the second 
period when Rielly and 
Tampa Bay'sYanniGourde 
skated into Toronto's de¬ 
fensive zone. 

The NHL launched an in¬ 
vestigation shortly after the 
Lightning's 6-2 win on Mon¬ 
day night when clips be¬ 
gan appearing on social 
media. 

"League officials inter¬ 
viewed several of the par¬ 
ticipants in the game — 
including Rielly and Meier 
— and reviewed video of 
the alleged incident. All 
of those interviewed ada¬ 
mantly denied that Rielly 
uttered a slur and the au¬ 
dio supported their state¬ 
ments," Colin Campbell, 
the NHL's executive vice 
president and director of 
hockey operations, said in 
a statement. 

'The National Hockey 
League does not tolerate 
language or gestures that 
disparage anyone based 
on their race, creed orsex- 
ual orientation and contin¬ 
ues to work to ensure that 
ourgamesare played in a 
welcoming atmosphere for 
all of our players, coaches 
officials and fans." 

The league didn't say if the 
slur had been used, just 
that it wasn't uttered by Ri¬ 
elly. The 25-year-old joined 
Maple Leafs general man- 
agerKyle Dubasata press 
conference Tuesday. 

Continued on Rage 21 



Houston Rockets' Kenneth Faried (35) dunks the ball asChaiiotte Hornets' Willy Hemangomez (41) and Dwayne Bacon watch during 
the fiisthalf of an NBA basketball game Monday, Match 11, 2019, in Houston. 

Associated Press 
Rage 20 
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PECIAL PRICES on Mojfto 
and local beers; Bafashj & Chill 


Another rec eiver megadea I: 
Giants trade Beckham to Brawns 


SPORTS l ^ 9 


WEDNESDAY 13 MARCH 2019 


| 

BUCAiOE 1 

T: (+2971586-2235 
Lnfo@bugaloe.tam 
www.Bugaloe.tam 


By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

While the free agency 
spending frenzy runs wild, 
the Giants and Browns 
found a way to overshad¬ 
ow it Tuesday night: a trade 
of Odell Beckham J r. 

New York is sending its star 
receiver to Cleveland for 
first- and second-round 
draft picks in April and 
safety J a brill Peppers in the 
second blockbuster trade 
in four days On Saturday, 
Pittsburgh sent unhappy 
wideout Antonio Brown 
to Oakland, a deal Brown 
forced. 

Beckham is the NFL's high¬ 
est-paid receiver; he got a 
five-year, $90 million exten¬ 
sion last August. He comes 
off two injury-plagued sea¬ 
sons, but when healthy is a 
game-breaking target, just 
like Brown. 

The two trades become 
official Wednesday when 
the league's business 
year begins. People with 
knowledge of the moves 
told The Associated Press 
of the trades, speaking 
anonymously because the 
transactions can't be an¬ 
nounced until after 4 p.m. 
EDTon Wednesday. 
Beckham is known for his 
gravity-defying catches 
and breakaway skills, but 
also for being tempera¬ 
mental. He was suspended 
for one game in 2015 for his 
on-field battleswith comer- 
back Josh Norman, then 
with Carolina. 

Cleveland suddenly looks 
like a force in an AFC North 
in which both Baltimore 
and Pittsburgh have been 
weakened in the offsea¬ 
son. 

With Beckham reunited 
with rec eiver J a rvis Landry, 
a teammate atl_SU, it gives 
quarterback Baker May- 
field two top targets The 


Browns, who went 7-8-1 last 
season after not winning 
a game in 2017, haven't 
made the playoffs since 
2002. 

The mega-trade came 
hours after another busy 
day of dealmaking. 

The money flowed out of 
New J ersey, with the J ets 
agreeing Tuesday to con¬ 
tracts with three players: 
wide receivers Jamison 
Crowderand J osh Bellamy, 
and linebackerC.J. Mosley. 
The team also will re-sign 
comerback Darryl Roberts. 
It streamed out of Green 
Bay, with the Packers get¬ 
ting deals with edge rusher 
7a 'Darius Smith, linebacker 
Preston Smith, safety Adrian 
Amos and offensive line¬ 
man Billy Turner. The Pack¬ 
ers also cut veteran line¬ 
backer Nick Perry. 

And it poured out of Oak¬ 
land once more when the 
Raiders kept their vault 
open and agreed to a four- 
year contract with safety 
LamarcusJ oyner.The Raid¬ 
ers previously made big 
moves on offense by trad¬ 
ing forBrown and agreeing 
to a deal with tackle Trent 
Brown. 

Giventhe "legaltampering" 
freedom the league now 
allowsfortwo days, well, let 
Ravens general manager 
Eric DeCosta describe the 
mayhem. 

"Unfortunately for us, the 
market is irrational at times 
and we can't be held re¬ 
sponsible for what other 
teams want to pay," De- 
Costa said. "All we can do 
is try to negotiate in good 
faith with agents and the 
players." 

JETS 

The Jets had more than 
$82.5 million to spend in 
free agency, and they are 
spending it. They thought 
they also had an agree¬ 
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ment with Vikings lineback¬ 
er Anthony Barr, but he 
opted instead to return to 
Minnesota. 

Not that the J ets fell short in 
adding talent. The 26-year- 
old Mosley is a four-time Pro 
Bowl linebacker who will 
get a reported five years 
and $85 million, including a 
whopping $51 million guar- 
a nteed. 


In this Dec. 30, 2018, file photo, Baltimore Ravens outside line¬ 
backer Za'Darius Smith gestures in the first ha If of an NFLtbotball 
game againstthe Cleveland Browns in Baltimore. 

Associated Press 
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Monday, MA»anj» £ang flruba 

PROGRESSIVE OVER Afis.28/000 

PRIZE PURSE $3,300 & DOOR PRIZES. 

Full Card Starts at AFL 3600,- CASH! 

$9/AFL 16,-/Bingo Cord - Starting 1pm 


RESORT & CASINO 


Gaines plus the Powerball, Increase your chances to win 2X PROGRESSIVE POWERBALL. 
Buy 3 Bingo Cards Receive the 4th for $5 
Door Prizes, Snack Crioyo, Live Entertainment, 


CASINO OPENS AT 10 AM 


© 

EAGLE ADVANTAGE 


Musi be age 1S ra play. Play rtspoasibiy 
www.gatDhleTSKionyiiwiU5.orf 


j.E, IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 248, ARUBA | EAGLE ADVANTAGE | (297) 527-91601 LOCATED AT THE EAGLE ARUBA RESORTS, CASINO 


Rockets beat Hornets 118-106, run win sbeakto 9 games 



Houston Ftockets 1 James Flaiden (13) drives toward the basket 
asChariotbe Hornets' Kemba Walker defends during the fiisthalf 
of an NBA basketball game Monday, March 11, 2019, in Hous¬ 
ton. 

Associated Ftess 


By the Assoc iated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden scored 28 points 
and Eric Gordon added 
22 as the Houston Rockets 
cruised to their season-high 
ninth straight win, 118-106 
over the Charlotte Hornets 
on Monday night. 

A night after Gordon end¬ 
ed a streak of 43 straight 
games where Harden led 
the team in scoring, the 
Beard was Houston's top 
scorer again. But Gordon 
had another strong outing, 
making five 3-pointers for 
the third straight game and 
the fourth in five game&The 


Rockets won despite a big 
performance by Kemba 
Walker, who finished with 
40 points, 10 rebounds and 
seven assists as the Hornets 
lost their second in a row. 
THUNDER 98, JAZZ 89 
SALTLAKE CITY (AP) — Den¬ 
nis Schroder scored 24 
points, Russell Westbrook 
added 23 points, 11 re¬ 
bounds, and eight assists, 
and Oklahoma City beat 
Utah to sweep the season 
series 

Westbrook appeared to 
argue with fa ns of the J azz, 
who knocked the Thunder 
out of the postseason last 


year. 

Paul George chipped in 
14pointsand 11 rebounds 
Steven Adams and J era mi 
Grant added 12 points 
apiece. 

Donovan Mitchell scored 
25 points for Utah, which 
shot just 36 percent from 
the field. Royce O'Neale 
added 17 pointswhile Rudy 
Gobert had 15 points and 
12 rebounds. 

CUPPERS 140, CELTICS 115 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Lou 
Williams scored 34 points 
and became the NBA'sca- 
reerleaderin pointsoffthe 
bench as Los Angeles beat 
Boston for its fifth straight 
win. 

Williams came into the 
game needing 28 points to 
pass Dell Curry, who had 
11,147 points when not 


starting. Williams surpassed 
Curry with 9:53 remaining 
in the fourth quarter with a 
driving layup. 

It is also Williams' 29th ca¬ 
reer game with 30 or more 
points. According to the 
Elias Sports Bureau, starters 
and reserves were tracked 
in box scores beginning 
with the 1970-71 season. 
Terry Rozier led the Celtics 
with 26 points while J aylen 
Brown added 22 and Ky- 
rie Irving 18. Boston had a 
three-game winning streak 
snapped as it was trying 
to become the second 
Eastern Conference team 
this season to win all four 
games in California. 

NE1S1Q3, PISTONS 75 
NEW YORK (AP) — Spencer 
Dinwiddie scored 19 points 
and Brooklyn routed Detroit 


to move into sixth place in 
the Eastern Conference. 
Allen Crabbe finished with 
14pointsand 10 rebounds, 
Rodions Kurucs scored 13 
points, and Joe Harris and 
Caris LeVert each added 
12 as the Nets took control 
early in the game and nev- 
erlet up. 

The Nets (36-33) won their 
fourth straight and leap¬ 
frogged Detroit (34-32) into 
the No. 6 spot in their final 
game before leaving fora 
seven-game road trip. 
Andre Drummond led the 
Pistons with 13 points and 
20 rebounds Blake Griffin 
finished with 10 points, but 
only shot 1 of 10 from the 
field as Detroit was held to 
its lowest point total of the 
season. The Pistons had 
their five-game winning 
streak snapped.CAVAUERS 
126, RAPTORS 101 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Collin 
Sexton scored 28 points, 
Kevin Love had 16 points 
and 18 rebounds, and 
Cleveland routed Toronto. 
Toronto's Serge Ibaka and 
Cleveland's Marquese 
Chriss were ejected for 
fighting late in the third 
quarter. Ibaka went to the 
floor after the two were 
battling for position under 
Cleveland's basket as the 
Raptors attempted a full- 
court passthatsailed outof 
bounds. 

Ibaka shoved Chriss from 
behind and grabbed near 
his neck before throwing a 
punch. Chriss responded 
with a punch before play¬ 
ers from both teams sepa¬ 
rated the two. Ibaka im¬ 
mediately headed for the 
lockerroom and both play¬ 
ers were kicked out after 
the officialsconferredO 
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Gneiss, Islandeis beat Blue Jackets 2-0 



New York Islanders goaHenderlhomas Gneiss makes a save behind Columbus Blue Jackets left 
wing Nick Foligno (71) during the third period of an NHL hoc key game Monday, Match 11, 2019, 
in Uhiondale, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


UNION DALE, N.Y. (AP) — 

Thomas Gneiss made 31 
saves in his fifth shutout of 
the season, helping the 
New York Islanders beat 
the Columbus Blue J ackets 
2-0 on Monday night. 

Ryan Pulock and Anders 
Lee scored as New York 
(40-22-7) improved its play¬ 
off positioning in the tough 
Metropolitan Division. "The 
Islanders improved to 16-8- 
1 against divisional oppo¬ 
nents 

Columbus (38-28-3) lost 
for the fourth time in six 
games, dropping into a tie 
with Montreal for the sec¬ 
ond wild card in the East¬ 
ern Conference. Sergei 
Bobrovsky made 18 saves, 
but the Blue J ackets were 
unable to get to the steady 
Greiss. 

Pulock put the Islanders in 
front when he drove a slap 
shot by Bobrovsky 6:11 into 
the first. Pulock surpassed 
his point total from his rook¬ 
ie year, registering his 33rd 
point of his sophomore sea¬ 
son. 

Lee added an empty-nett- 
erin the third period. 
SHARKS 3, WILD 0 
ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Mar¬ 
tin J ones made 24 savesto 
continue his hot streak and 
lead San Jose to its fifth 
stra ig ht win. 

Barclay Goodrow, Tomas 
Hertl and Logan Couture 
scored forthe Sharks 
Devan Dubnyk made 26 
saves for the Wild. 

For Jones, it was his third 


shutout and 34th win of the 
sea son. Twenty-five ofthose 
wins have come since the 
start of December, the best 
total in the league over 
that span. J ones is the first 
goaltender in San J ose his¬ 
tory to post four consecu¬ 
tive 30-win seasons, and 
he's the only goaltender in 
the league since 2015-16to 
have four30-win seasons. 
FLYERS 3, SENATORS 2 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Os¬ 
kar Lindblom, Michael Raffl 
and Scott Laughton scored 
in the second period to 
lead hard-charging Phila¬ 
delphia to the win. 

The Flyers have won four 


of five games to move into 
the wild-card race. Brian El¬ 
liott, subbing forthe injured 
Corey Hart, made 20saves 
The lowly Senators lost for 
the 11th time in 12 games 
Chris liemey and Filip 
Chlapik scored, and Craig 
Anderson stopped 33 shots 
HURRICANES 3, AVA¬ 
LANCHE 0 

DENVER (AP) — Andrei 
Svechnikov had two goals 
and an assist, Petr Mrazek 
stopped 38 shots and Car¬ 
olina earned a rare win at 
Pepsi Center. 

Defenseman Dougie Ham¬ 
ilton also scored as the 
Hurricanes won in Denver 


for just the second time in 
13 games since Colorado 
moved into its longtime 
home for the 1999-2000 
season. 

Mrazek's fourth shutout of 
the season propelled the 
Hurricanes into a tie with 
Pittsburgh for third place in 
the Metropolitan Division. 
Carolina currently holdsthe 
tiebreaker. 

Colorado remains two 
pointsbehind Minnesota for 
the final wild-card spot. "The 
Wild lostearlierto San J ose. 
Philipp Grubauer turned 
ba c k 30 shots. He wa s ba c k 
in net over Semyon Var¬ 
lamov after shutting out 


Buffalo on Saturday. 

UGH1NING 6, MAPLE LEAFS 
2 

TORONTO (AP) — Tyler 
Johnson and Cedric Pa¬ 
quette each scored two 
goals, powering the NHL- 
leading Lightning to anoth¬ 
er victory. 

Anthony Cirelli and On- 
drej Palat also scored for 
Tampa Bay (53-13-4), and 
Ryan McDonagh, Yanni 
Gourde and J an Rutta had 
two assists apiece. Nikita 
Kucherov helped set up 
the game's first goal for his 
NHL-best 111th point of the 
season. 

Andrei Vasilevskiy made 26 
savesto improve to 12-1-2 
over his last 15 starts 
Auston Matthewsand Con¬ 
nor Brown scored for To¬ 
ronto (42-22-5). FrederikAn- 
dersen allowed four goals 
on 19 shots before he was 
pulled early in the second 
period. Garret Sparks fin¬ 
ished with 21 saves in relief. 
BLACKHAWKS 7, COYOTES 
1 

CHICAGO (AP) — Brendan 
Perlini scored three goals 
against his former team for 
his first career hat trick, and 
the Blackhawks earned 
their third straight win. 
Patrick Kane fired in his41st 
goal as Chicago moved 
within five pointsof the sec¬ 
ond wild card in the West¬ 
ern Conference. J onathan 
Toews, Brandon Saad and 
Chris Kunitz also scored, 
and Corey Crawford made 
24 savesO 


GAY SLUR 

Continued from Rage 18 

"I didn't hear it," Rielly said 
of the slur. "I know I didn't 
use that word and I didn't 
hear it during play. I did lis¬ 
ten to the video. 

"I'm not sure if it came from 
the ice or not. Either way, 
that word has no place in 
this building. This is a team 
that wants to be involved 
in the community and with 
the movement." 

Dubas said he was about 
to leave the rink Monday 
night when notified of the 
alleged comments. 

'When it came out that it 
was Morgan who was al¬ 
leged to have used a ho¬ 
mophobic slur, it was sur¬ 
prising to me, to say the 


least," Dubas said. "I've 
known Morgan nowforfive 
years and this is a cause 
that he's supported socially 
throughout his time here." 

A few weeks ago, Rielly 
asked to be formally in¬ 
volved in the gay pride pa¬ 
rade in Toronto this June, 
Dubassaid. 

A Vancouver native, Rielly 
was Toronto's first-round 
pick in the 2012 draft. He's 
second among NHLdefen- 
semen in scoring this sea¬ 
son, with 18 goals and 47 
assists in 69 games. 

"The NHL has issued fines 
and suspensions in the past 
for players using slurs. 
Anaheim captain Ryan 
Getzlaf was fined $10,000, 
the maximum under the 


NHL'scollective bargaining 
agreement, when TV cam- 
erasrecorded him appear¬ 
ing to shout a gay slur to¬ 
ward an official during the 
2017 playoffs 

Chicago forward Andrew 
Shaw, now with Montreal, 
was suspended one game 
and fined $5,000 for di¬ 
recting a gay slur toward 
an official during the 2016 
playoffs Last month, the 
NHL celebrated Hockey 
is For Everyone. The Leafs 
hosted 30 players from the 
Toronto Gay Hockey Asso¬ 
ciation during a You Can 
Play awareness night on 
Feb. 24. The group worksfor 
inclusion in sports, including 
LGBTQ athletes, coaches 
a nd fa nsQ 



Toronto Maple Leals defenseman Morgan Rielly speaks during 
a press conference with general manager Kyle Dubas Tuesday, 
March 12,2019, in lbrentD, asthey address an NHL investigation 
into an alleged slurused during an NHLhockey game the night 
before againstthe Tampa Bay Lightning. 

Associated Press 
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Woods no long feeling pain in the neckatPlayevs 



In this Feb. 22, 2019, file photo, Tiger VVbods prepares to catch a ball tossed by his caddied on the second day of competition of the WGC-Mexico Championship 
golftoumamentatthe Chapultepec Golf Club in Mexico City. 

Associated Press 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
APGolf Writer 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, Ha. 
(AP) — Tiger Woods no lon- 
gerhasa pain in the neck. 
The trick going forward for 
Woods is to make sure the 
soreness that caused him 
to withdraw from the Ar¬ 
nold Palmer Invitational 
doesn't keep him from miss¬ 
ing more tournaments the 
rest of his injury-filled career. 
"I'm 43 with four back sur¬ 
geries so must manage 
what I have and under¬ 
stand that I'm going to 
have good weeksand bad 
weeks and try and man¬ 
age as best I possibly can 
and not push it," Woods 
said Tuesday after a nine- 
hole practice round atlhe 
Players Championship. 
'There are times when 
over the years I pushed 
it, pushed through a few 
things, and I've won a few 
tournaments doing it that 
way," he said. "But also, 
I've cost myself a few years 
here and there because of 
it." 


Woods chose not to push 
it last week by skipping 
Bay Hill, where he has won 
eig ht times. 

He had fusion surgery on 
his lower spine in April 2017 
— his fourth surgery on his 
back in fouryears— and it 
allowed him to return to a 
level that saw him win last 
yearattheTourChampion- 
ship, play in another Ryder 
Cup and return to the top 
15 in the world ranking. 
Woods said his neck first 
bothered him last summer 
at the British Open, where 
he was seen wearing kine¬ 
siology tape, and at times 
during a big stretch of tour¬ 
naments during the FedEx 
Cup playoffs. 

It flared up again at the 
Genesis Open last month, 
and then got worse in Mex¬ 
ico City the following week. 
"It was getting to the point 
where it was affecting my 
setup, my backswing, my 
through swing," Woods 
said. "It was just gradually 
getting worse. That's just 
because my lower back is 


fused, a nd so the stress ha s 
to go somewhere if I don't 
have movement, and so 
it's very important for me 
going forward since the 
surgery to keep pliable or 
else the stressisgoing to go 
somewhere else." 

Woods did not want to 
commit to a pre-Masters 
schedule until after The 
Players wasover. 

The ValsparChampionship 
next week is where he was 
runner-up last year. That's 
followed by the Dell Tech¬ 
nologies Match Play, a 
World Golf Championship 
forwhich he had not been 
eligible since 2014. 

Asked specifically about 
Match Play, Woods said, 
"If nothing fla res up, then I'll 
play." 

Either way, he was not 
concerned about being 
prepared for the Masters, 
which starts April 11, as he 
triesto end 10 years without 
winning a major. Assuming 
this week goes well and he 
goestoTexasforthe Match 
Play, that would give him 


five tournaments before 
the Masters. 

Woods played between 
five and six times before 
the Mastersduring younger 
and healthier times over 
the last 15years. 

"I've played three this year 
so far, and that's about 
right," he said. "I was go¬ 
ing to play three or four. 
If I would have gotten 
my rounds in last week, it 
would have been fourtour- 
naments, so I'm right there 
where I need to be. My 
finishes are getting a little 
bit better each and every 
time I've gone out so farthis 
year, and I've gotten a little 
bit more consistent with my 
play. And I think that every¬ 
thing is headed ontrackto- 
ward April." 

As for his health, Woods 
does not consider that a 
majorconcem. 

Long before the back sur¬ 
geries, he had foursurgeries 
on his left knee, the worst of 
them in 2008 a week after 
he won the U.S. Open at 
Torrey Pines. He also has 


dealt with an Achilles' heel 
problem and what he de¬ 
scribed as a left arm issue 
at the 2013 U.S. Open. 

"It's more just my lower 
back,"Woodssaid. "I've got 
to keep that moving, even 
though it's fixed. I've got to 
keep aII the otherstructures 
pliable, and that's one of 
the issues of having a pro¬ 
cedure like I did, that the 
forces have to go some¬ 
where. I've got to stay fit, 
I've got to stay on it, and 
have to stay as loose as I 
possibly can for as long as 
I play out here." 

For now, Woods is trying to 
keep his game moving in 
the right direction as the 
Masters draws near. He 
has not finished out of the 
top 20 in his three starts 
this year, though he not 
finished closer than eight 
shots of the winner. 

The Players Championship 
has returned to its March 
date, and Woodsisthe only 
player in the 144-man field 
to have won it in March 
(2001) and May (2013).Q 









In this J une 9, 2017, file photo, Houston Astros pitcher Francis 
Mattes waits to warm up before a baseball against the Los An¬ 
geles Angeles in Houston. 

Associated Press 


Astros pile her Maries 
suspended for 80 
games for drug test 


NEW YORK (AP) — Injured 
Houston Astros pitcher 
Francis Martes has been 
suspended for 80 games 
following a positive test for 
the banned performance- 
enhancing drug Clomi- 
phene. 

The anti-estrogen sub¬ 
stance is used in fertil¬ 
ity treatments and is em¬ 
ployed by men to acceler¬ 
ate testosterone produc¬ 
tion. It is taken along with 
steroids to inhibit estrogen 
problems. 

Houston says in a state¬ 
ment "we hope that Franc is 
can leam from this experi¬ 
ence and that he retumsto 
have a successful career." 
A 23-year-old right-hander, 
Marteswasconsidered the 
Astros' top prospect enter¬ 
ing 2017and made hisma- 


jorleague debutthatj une. 
He was 5-2 with a 5.80 EFIA 
in four starts and 28 relief 
appearances for the As¬ 
tros, striking out 69 and 
walking 31 in 541/3 innings 
He made four starts last 
April for Triple-A Fresno, 
hurt his elbow, and made 
a one-inning injury rehabili¬ 
tation appearance for the 
Gulf Coast Astros on Aug. 
2. He had TommyJ ohn sur¬ 
gery on Aug. 15 and was 
expected to miss most or 
all of this season. 

Martes 1 suspension, an¬ 
nounced Tuesday, was 
the second this year un- 
derthe major league drug 
program after Kansas City 
pitcher Eric Skoglund. Nine 
players have been sus¬ 
pended thisyearunderthe 
minorleague programO 


Orioles' Davis goes 
11br2 in return 
from hip injury 


TAMPA, Ha, (AP) — Chris 
Davis went 1 for 2 in his re¬ 
turn from a strained left hip 
flexor as the designated 
hitter for the Baltimore Ori¬ 
oles against the New York 
Yankees on Tuesday night. 
Coming off a dreadful sea¬ 
son, Davis is 2 for 14 with 
eight strikeouts in six spring 


games. 

He took a called third strike 
from Jonathan Loaisiga in 
the first and lined an oppo¬ 
site-field second-inning RBI 
single to left off the right¬ 
hander. Davis agreed to 
a $161 million, seven-year 
contract with the Orioles in 
J a nua ry 2016.Q 
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Naomi Osaka, of Japan, returns a shot to Danielle Collins at the BNP Paribas Open tennis tourna¬ 
ment Monday, March 11, 2019, in Indian Wells, Calif. 

Associated Press 


Osaka wins, Djokovic match 
delayed by rain at Indian Wells 


INDIAN WELLS Calif. (AP) 

— Naomi Osaka rolled past 
Danielle Collins 6-4, 6-2 in 
the third round of the BNP 
Paribas Open on Monday 
night, keeping the world's 
No. 1 playeron trackto de¬ 
fend her title. 

Novak Djokovic, the top- 
ranked men's player, held 
serve to win his open¬ 
ing game against Philipp 
Kohlschreiber in their 
night match. The German 
owned the advantage 
on his serve in the second 
game before rain began 
falling. The match was la ter 
suspended forthe night. 
Collins struggled with 
her serve throughout the 
match, committing seven 
double faultsand connect¬ 
ing onjust47 percentof her 
first serves. 

Osaka's first-serve percent¬ 
age was 66 and she won 
70 percent of her first-serve 
points. 

"In the first set I was just re¬ 
ally flat-footed. I didn't feel 
like I was moving well at 
all," Osaka said. 'Then I just 
tried to really hype myself 
up. My mindset was just to 
keep trying to get my feet 
moving and stay pumped 
up and positive." 

Osaka won her first career 
title at Indian Wells a year 
ago, propelling her to a 
career-best year in which 
she defeated Serena Wil- 
liamsforthe U.S. Open title. 


She began this year win¬ 
ning the Australian Open 
and moving to the top of 
the rankings. After that tri¬ 
umph, she fired her coach 
and lost in the first round in 
Dubai before taking on a 
new coach, J ermaine J en- 
kins. 

"It is different from last year, 
but I think lam getting used 
to it," Osaka said. "I have 
been practicing on Court 3 
forthe past few days, and 
I'm really grateful there is 
a lot of people that come 
out and watch. I try to sign 
all of the signatures." 

Venus Williams is turning 
back her own clock, mov¬ 
ing into the fourth round 


with a 6-2, 7-5 victory over 
qualifier Christina McHale. 
Willia ms is seeking her 50th 
careerWTA Tour title in the 
desert, where she has nev¬ 
er won the event. And at 
38, she's showing vintage 
form. "I don't really play 
that often, so when I do, I 
need to play well,"she said. 
"It's extra motivation for me 
to play just a little bit better 
out there." 

Serena Williams, a two-time 
champion at Indian Wells, 
retired from her match on 
Sunday because of a viral 
illness. Ranked 36th in the 
world, Venus Williams en¬ 
dured three sets in her first 
two matches □ 
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Spring Fever 



By: Dr Carlos Viana 

Spring in Aruba is characterized by strong Trade 
winds; we call this time of the year Charisma. 
As we approach clinic, many people aro quiet¬ 
ly waiting fbrtheirliaditional Chinese Medicine 
consultation. Others a re restless and are talking 
loudly, almost shouting. Aruba is unbearable 
with no wind, butfbrsome heavy wind becomes 
destructive. In China we call the destructive ef¬ 
fects of breeze “wind evil." Most people can 
withstand the negative consequences, but 
some, who have been consuming greasy food, 
drinking too much alcohol, or working over¬ 
time, fell "sick." Anger, frustration, resentment, 
and hatred, overa long period oftime can also 
make one susceptible to the negative effects of 
heavy wind. 

Today's symptoms include: anemia, hepati¬ 
tis, menstrual problems, pale broken finger¬ 
nails, eye and muscle twitching and sleeping 
problems. Some, wind afflicted people, can 
be spotted from afar. They have a green hue 
around theirmouths. Some, asthey walk, leave 
a trailof strong perfume being used to coverup 
a sour body smell. Others barely walk in before 
they cry out that they are "going crazy." 

Many hear me say: "Your liver is hot!" "What?" 


they ask "is something wrong with my liver? A 
"hot" or"liverfire" will not show up on any med¬ 
ical test, except as possibly liver hepatitis If a 
medical symptom cannot be measured on a 
laboratory result sheet, does it really exist? To 
some doctors, if all the tests come back "nor¬ 
mal," then the problem is in your head, espe¬ 
cially, if the original complaints are emotional. 
Regular doctors are trained to only look at the 
physical structure oranatomy of organs 
An Oriental Medical Doctor(OMD) is trained to 
lookatthe a mount of energy being consumed 
by an organ in relation to the others. We use 
three positions in both radial pulses to deter¬ 
mine the a mount of energy being, ornot being 
used by each organ. The third position tells us 
about Kidney Yin. Without this there is no Yin 
energy to send to the Liver. Deficient liver Yin 
develops hyperthyroidism or over-active thy¬ 
roid gland, hypertension orhigh blood pressure, 
and/oreye problems. Ifthe deficiencies persist 
the rising "Liver Fire" affects the stomach and 
heart. Heart Yin becomes deficient. Disturbed 
sleep becomes full blown insomnia, heart pal¬ 
pitations and disturbed hearing. Unchecked, 
the continuing deficiencies become "Heart 
Fire Blazing Upwards" which reaches the head 
and produces ringing in the ears, dry/watery or 
twitching eyes, headachesand migraines. 
Insufficient Kidney Yin starts the over- produc¬ 
tion of epinephrine also called adrenaline, 
which stimulates the sympathetic nervous sys¬ 
tem. Epinephrine makesthe heart beat faster, 
and closes or dilates the blood vessels. People 
complain of heart trouble. High blood pressure 
is affected by epinephrine. Epinephrine's over 
production is the basis of emotional problems 
of people of "UverFire." 

Unfortunately, pharmaceutical drugs to lower 
blood pressure, tranquilizers, blood building 
tonics that contain iron, birth control pills and 
numerous other chemical drugs including rec¬ 
reational drugs and alcohol are injurious to the 
liver which tries to breakdown these poisons 
into simpler compounds. Western medical re¬ 
searchers at Duke University reported when 
women with high hostility levels take oral con¬ 
traceptives, they may have a sharply higher 
blood pressure when under stress. Any OMD 
already knowsthis. Hostile women are the ones 
with existing "liver Fire" whose livers a re further 
burdened by trying to breakdown the synthetic 


sexual hormones. 

Traditional Chinese Medicine views a healthy 
Uver as "The General" who sends energy in 
the form of fluid to various parts of the body. If 
the General's "palace," the liver, is on fire, the 
chain of command is broken. Menstrual flow 
becomes heavy or "reckless" and menstrual 
problems; bladderand painful lowerstomachs 
develop. Although, sexual desire drops, satisfy¬ 
ing sexual activity isa great way to help "calm" 
the Uver. Acupuncture treatments are fantas¬ 
tic in improving a "hot" Uver. Dandelion, Milk 
Thistle, and Chicory Root herbs are beneficial 
to the liver. Eating natural healthyfood thathas 
not been fried and slowing down alcohol con¬ 
sumption helpsdramatically. 

In the People's Republic of China, when some¬ 
one becomes angry, we tell them "Don't show 
me yourliver." Excessangerhurtsthe Uverand 
Gall Bladder. How many people do you know 
thathave had theirgall bladderremoved? Had 
they been treated for "Uver Fire," many would 
have saved theirgall bladder. An excessof Uv- 
ercan mean a feeling of being STUCK. People 
with "hot Uver" are angry ALL the time, orhave 
an inability to express anger, feelings of frustra¬ 
tion and inner conflict. 

Get The Point! The healthy balance for you is 
to be able to appropriately feel and express a II 
emotions For us Oriental Medical Doctors ev¬ 
ery imbalance orillnessiscoupled with an emo¬ 
tion. Usten to your voice. Is there a shouting, 
aggressive, orforcefultone? Are you unable to 
make decisions, particularly, whetherto leave 
your spouse, your job, your city, because you 
feel you are going "nowhere?" Many medical 
problems could in fact be your Uver crying out 
forhelp, leam to take care of it. And, enjoy the 
refreshing winds of spring.□ 

CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is an Oriental Medi¬ 
cal Doctor (O.M.D.) having studied in China; 
a US Board Cert Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), a 
Knight/Deacon (Licentiate - SMOCH), an Ad¬ 
diction Professional (C.Ad.), Chairperson of the 
Latin American Committee of the International 
Academy of Oral Medicine and Toxicology 
(IAOM1), a Rejuvenating Cell Therapist special¬ 
izing in Age Management; has a weekly radio 
program, writes and lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA HEAUNG CENTER, Kibaima 
7, St Cruz TEL 585-1270 Web Site: www.viana- 
heal.com 


Sift Certificates Need a Whole Body Make-Over? TEL: 585-1270 



HEALiNG CENTER 

• Toxic Heavy Metals, Amino Acids 
El 1^:11 *Food & Chemical Sensitivity Testing 
'Specialized Hormone Testing 
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Dr. Carlos viana 
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Millennial Money: Raying debt back home vexes expats 



In this Aug. 6, 2018, file photo people walk by a mural displaying world c urrency symbols on dis¬ 
play outside a bank in Beijing. 

Associated Press 


By KELSEY SHEEHY 
Associated Press 

A close friend recently told 
me: "If I'd waited two years, 
my education would have 
cost half asmuch." 

Not because she would 
have chosen a differ¬ 
ent graduate program or 
qualified for more schol¬ 
arships. But because the 
value of the local currency 
dropped. 

She's an American expat 
who works in Cape Town, 
South Africa, and is paid in 
rand. "Fhe exchange rate 
was 7 rand to 1 U.S. dol¬ 
lar when she took out fed¬ 
eral student loans to pay 
for a master's program, 
but it later fell to 14 rand 
to the dollar. So, now that 
she's repaying those loans, 
her money is worth half as 
much. 

An estimated 9 million 
Americans live abroad, 
not counting military ser¬ 
vice members, according 
to the State Department. 
If you dream of being one 
of them, debt obligations 
back home don't have 
to stop you, but they can 
make things more compli¬ 
cated. 

Currency fluctuations are 


just one obstacle you'll 
have to navigate. Wire 
transfers, time differences 
and limited access to fi¬ 
nancial services in the U.S. 
can also make it a pain 
to pay debt as an expat. 
And where you move, how 
you're paid and to whom 
you owe money can have 
a big impact on how con¬ 
venient it is to deal with 


debt. 

DOLLAR, DOLLAR BILLS, 
YALL 

Maya McCoy has lived 
abroad for nine years, first 
in the Philippines and now 
in Singapore. In that time, 
the Los Angeles native has 
paid off roughly $70,000 in 
student loansand handled 
two U.S. mortgages 
Herfirst job split her pay, so 


she earned half her salary 
in Philippine pesos, depos¬ 
ited into herlocal bankac- 
count. The other ha If was in 
U.S. dollars, deposited into 
a bankaccountshe keptin 
the States, which she used 
to pay U.S. creditors. 

This payment arrangement 
meant McCoy could large¬ 
ly avoid the arduous task 
of sending money back to 


America, which at the time 
was an hours-long affair. 

L0CAHON, LOCATION, LO¬ 
CATION 

"Fhe ability to easily (and af¬ 
fordably) transfer money 
to U.S. bank accounts can 
vary from country to coun¬ 
try. "In Philippines, every¬ 
thing was paper," McCoy 
says. You had to 'take a 
number, have a seat, wait 
for the maybe one person 
in the whole bank who 
deals with these sorts of 
transactions." Now, in Sin¬ 
gapore, "I don't even have 
to leave my house." 

"Fhe value and stability of 
the currency can also vary. 
Currencies in countries like 
Singapore, Canada and 
Australia have remained 
relatively stable over the 
past 10 years 

"Fhat makes it easier for ex¬ 
pats earning in the local 
currency. Their money is a I- 
waysmore or less worth the 
same, so there's less need 
to obsess over exchange 
rates. "That's not the case 
in places like South Africa, 
Norway or Brazil, where 
the value of local currency 
against the U.S. dollar has 
dropped considerably over 
the pastdecade.Q 


US consumer prices lose 0.2 percent in February 


By J OSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 

consumer prices rose 
0.2 percent in February, 
pushed up slightly by higher 
gasoline and housing costs 
even asthe pricesforautos 
and clothing slumped. 

"Fhe Labor Department said 
Tuesday that the consumer 
price index rose a modest 
1.5 percent last month from 
a yearago. 

Inflation has been mut¬ 
ed despite the solid job 
market, causing average 
hourly earnings— afterbe- 
ing adjusted for consumer 
prices — to climb 1.9 per¬ 
cent in the past year. "This 
marks the strongest infla¬ 
tion-adjusted wage growth 
since November 2015, an 
increase that would likely 
help consumer spending 
and economic growth. 

"Fhe low level of inflation a Iso 
gives the Federal Reserve 
more flexibility in holding 


off on further increases to a 
key short-term interest rate, 
enabling the U.S. central 
bankto provide support for 
economic growth. 

Some economists expect 
inflation to pick up asthe 
benefits of higher wages 
flow through the economy. 
"Although inflation has 
slowed in recent months, 
it should move gradually 
higher in the spring and 
summer,"said GusFaucher, 
chief economist at PNC Fi¬ 
nancial Services. "Higher 
energy prices will push up 
overall inflation, and rising 
wages will lead businesses 
to raise prices in an effort to 
maintain profit margins" 

Ian Shephendson, chief 
economist at Pantheon 
Macroeconomics, said 
the consumer price index 
could breach 2.5 percent 
by the end of the year, 
which could create a 
problem forthe Fed if holds 
rates at their current level 


for 2019. 

Still, even with modest in¬ 
flation, many Americans 
are already facing higher 
prices for basic necessities 
Housing costs continue to 


increased 3 percent over 
the past 12 months Food 
prices jumped 0.4 percent 
in February. 

Gasoline prices surged 1.5 
percent in February, but 


pricesslipped 0.2 percent. 
Excluding the volatile en¬ 
ergy and food categories, 
core prices increased 0.1 
percent in Februaryand 2.1 
percent from a yearago.Q 



This Nov. 16,2018, file photo shows gas pricesata pump in West 
Mifflin, Ife. On Tuesday, Match 12, 2019. 

Associated Press 


outpace overall inflation, 
rising 3.4 percent from a 
year ago. School tuition 
and child care costs have 


they're 9.1 percent lower 
from last year. Clothing 
pricesplunged 1 percent in 
February, while new-auto 
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to Aruba with just a carry-on ? 


And leave all your belongingsin a 
container being deliver and pick 
up right at you r reser t or home 
rental! 

■ As bwas $6.50 a month 

■ Pricing include pick-up&delivery 

■ Saves you time& money, year 
after year! 

• Avoid extra luggages 

• Afford able Storage Pricing 

■ Conven ience & Peace of mind 
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Mutts 
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SET THEIR CLOCKS 

FORWARP? 





6 Chix 






Mother Goose & Grimm 


3/13 






PIMK.WW^POWJl 

the Mew in Kev wesr 

W6IY\INGWP^ 




<U 



MOSTZ^THeRgS ONL9, 
ONE 5WE6R3UT H BS 
MSO THE gWRTEMFSR 
/KT CAPTAIN T&M^'S 



Baby Blues 


mvc 0f.2oe.me mms ?m. 

OPgKfe IK) FW6 MiMUT&Sf 

Tuew\g 
vm?. 


PAPPVU&NP! TH6 S&I0WP 
UAPPlKT RACE OKI SM2TU! 



19 TU1S \A¥Z TU6 /APKMT IT.TUE 
TIME SOU TUFW6P 9PF\KlW£p. 
TWE BA^-SAPP 6SS9029 
IMTTD DAPt^TOWel WEPE 
NATIONA L PAge?^ \ AUJ^OMS i 




X FORGOT ID WARN <iOU 
THAT SOME OF THE OFPER 

<3(JrS HAVE ZERO /--- 

MOPESIY / THAT 



Conceptis Sudoku 



5 

8 

1 

7 

9 





9 


6 



1 



4 




8 



2 


9 




1 



7 


8 

7 

1 

4 

6 



9 



2 

5 

9 




8 









4 









1 






4 

8 

5 

6 

7 


Difficulty Level ★★★ 3/13 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Dirty person’s 
need 

5 “_well that 

ends well” 

9 Up in_; irate 

13 Coffee 
sweetener 

15 In_ot; as a 

substitute for 

16 Ivory or Dial 

17 Sudden 
increase 

18 Make laws 

20 Touch lightly 

21 “Murder, _ 
Wrote" 

23 _up; joined 

forces 

24 Prose writing 

26 Cheap container 

27 Boone or Day- 
Lewis 

29 Stockholm’s sea 

32 Church table 

33 Pile up 

35 Short sleep 

37 Slender 

38 Means of travel 

39 Office note 

40 Egg producer 

41 Storm & Gordon 

42 Rescued 

43 Almost 

45 Dangers 

46 Sinatra’s third 
wife 

47 Leigh or 
Jackson 

48 Sudden 

51 “Cat _ Hot Tin 
Roof 

52 Next month: 
abbr. 

55 Undergarment 

58 Put aside for 
now 

60 Freeway 
division 

61 Out of town 

62 Actress Pompeo 

63 Bacon 
accompaniment 

64 “Why don’t we!” 

65 Chair or bench 
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DOWN 

1 Finest 

2 Greenish-blue 

3 Paint thinner 

4 Witchy woman 

5 Narrow street 

6 Commit perjury 

7 Calf’s place 

8 Valise 

9 Tilted 

10 Wander 

11 Spouse 

12 Ran fast 
14 Inferior; 

secondary 
19 Marine 
mammals 
22 Holbrook or 
Linden 

25 Thailand, once 

27 Punctuation 
mark 

28 Steve or Tim 

29 Prohibits 

30 Sure to happen 

31 Desert transport 

33 Friendly nation 

34 Ms. West 
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36 Pea casings 

38 Grand; luxurious 

39 Female animal 

41 Clasps 

42 Group of 100 

44 Entertains 

45 “Peter _’’ 

47 Baby kangaroos 

48 Up to the task 


49 Boast 

50 Chimed 

53 Tearful request 

54 Monthly 
expense 

56 Lamb’s mother 

57 Traitor 
59 Capone & 

Pacino 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Classifieds 


Halley Time Travel 


Divi Vilage 

Sunday Check in building F 
1 BR WK # 8 & 9 Same room 
rd floor with 21 and 25 weeks 
remain 

on the contract $9000 Each 

Divi Links Golf 

Saturday Check in Eagle 15 
1 BR WK 8 & 9 with 27 
weeks remain $9000 each 
Eagle Resorts & Casino 

1 Br WK 7 Ground floor $5500 

Divi Village 

Building C Elevator 

2 BR WK 13 $14K 

3rd floor with 29/8 accelerated 
weeks remain 
Divi Links Golf 
Birdie 1 

1 BR WK 11 &12$9 Keach 

2 sd floor with 25 weeks remain 

Divi Links Golf 

Birdie 1 

Studio WK 11 $8 K 
2 sd floor with 27 weeks remain 
Divi Village 
Building C 

1 BR WK #14 $7500 
1 st floor with 16 weeks remain 

La Cabana Beach and Casino 

Sunday Check in 

1 BR WK 11 & 12 $18 K Both 

weeks 

4th floor pool/ocean view 
Renaissance suites 
1 BR WK 9 $9 K 
4th floor harbor /ocean view 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Platinum Weeks 

1 BR Ocean View $12 K 

2 BR Ocean View $17 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $28 K 

Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum 

2 BR Garden View $15 K 
2 BR Ocean View $16 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $17 K 

2 BR Ocean Front $27 K 

3 BR Ocean View $27 K 


House For Sale 

Catiri central located 

3 BR , 2 Bath, $250 K 

Barba di Jucuman street $335K 

4 BR , 3 bath , swimming pool 
Janana 

3 BR , 2 bath , 1 appartment 
$330K 

many more listings 

Private Tour To Chocolate City 
and Baby Beach, Historic sites, 
Red district service to and from 
Ambassador Wing CDM 

1 BR 2sd floor pool View $7500 

HalleyTimeTravelAruba. 

& NaturesAdventuresColombia. 
Present: Medellin 
Nature's best Mountains, 

Rivers,Jungle, 

Guatape, CityShoppingTour 
and muchmore. 
Sp/Eng/Dutch/Papiamento 
speaking Guides. 

WorldFamous HealthService 
Orientation. 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

2 BR PH WK# 11 & 12 
Building 9 7th Floor 

33 Weeks remain $25K each 
1 BR WK#11 

Building 7 3rd floor 

34 weeks remain $15 K 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk # 9 

building 13 on the 2sd floor 
with 29 weeks remain $8000 
Eagle Resorts and casino 
1 BR WK # 9 on the 5th floor 
Friday Check in Renovated room 
$7000 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR 1 1/2 bath PH 

wk 8&9 14 th floor 

29 & 32 weeks remain $17,500 

each 1 br wk # 10 

Building # 8 on the 6th 

28 weeks remain $15K 


ARUBA'S # ONE 
FLEAMARKET 
ROCOCO PLAZA rd 4A 
SUNDAY 10 March & 
Monday 18 March 
Start 9 am BIG SALE 
Ant i qv eshops & O UT LET 
Open Mon-Saturday 9-4 
and Fleamarketday 9-1 

Call for info :Ph. 741-5640 
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For Sale By Owner: 

Casa del Mar 

2 Bedroom/2 Bath 
7/1308($18,000); 
7&8/1408($18,000/Wk.); 

8/1113 ($17,000); 

8/1409($17,000); 

9/1218($15,000); 

10/1207($15,000); 

11 &12/1419($13,000/Wk.); 

13/1509($13,000); 

14/1308($13,000) ;and, 

15/1217($10,000). 

(Earlier weeks available) 
CDMOwner@gmail.com 
U.S. (860) 992-3890 

_210950 

Eagle Tropicana Timeshares 
weeks 9&10 Unit 1558 
1 bedroom ground floor pool 
side newly renovated $10,000 
each 

US 774 287 6682 
elizabethswenson@verizon.net 

_210911 

DIVI TIME SHARE STUDIO 
Phoenix 

1 x wk 34, 8/24 Rm 107, 3700 
Divi Village wk 17 Rm 3205 4/28 
2500 BO 

Divi Dutch Village 3 Rm suite 
6/29 5500 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
US 508 651 0016 

_210913 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

family house with three 
bedrooms and two bathrooms 
situated at Washington on 
property land and reduced to 
$198,000. 

Call Mito at 593 6318 

_210927 


ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

House at Soledad /Tanki 
Leendert with 4 bedrooms, 2.5 
bathrooms, build-up 273 m2, 
land 974 m2 with 1 apartmant 
and for $362,000.00 
Call Mito at 593 6318 

_210927 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Gorgeous two story house on a 
hill with ocean/country view in 
Paradera, 3 bedrooms/ 

3 bathrooms for $470,000 
Call Mito at 593 6318 
for more details 


Call: 6301307 johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


f 


LIKE US ON 

facebook 

1 Facebook.com/aaibatoday/ 


210927 





HEALTH 

Hospital 


527 4000 
Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 

San Nicolas 


IMSAN 24 Hours 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 


EMERGENCY 

Police 

100 

Oranjestad 

527 3140 

Noord 

527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 

527 2900 

San Nicolas 

584 5000 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Ambulancia 

911 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Red Cross 

582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 

587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 

588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 

A1 Taxi Serv. 

280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



March 13 

Monarch 


Mein Schiff 5 
Zuiderdam 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Dinosaur trac ks make fresh impression at Valley Forge park 



In this Feb. 28,2019 photo combination shown ate fossilized dinosaurfootprintsand a non-dinosaur reptile, lower right; a relative of 
the modem crocodile, on paving stonesatthe Valley Foige National historical Parkin Valley Fotge, Pa. 

Associated Press 


By MARK SCOLK5RO 
Associated ness 
VALLEY FORGE, Pa. (AP) — 

The national park on the 
site where George Wash¬ 
ington and the struggling 
Continental Army endured 
a tough winter during 
the American Revolution 
boastsa new feature that's 
a couple of hundred million 
years old — dozens of fos¬ 
silized dinosaur footprints 
discovered on rocks used 
to pave a section of hiking 
trail. 

The trace fossils, as they 
are known, are scattered 
along a winding trail at Val¬ 
ley Forge National Historical 
Park, on slabs purchased in 
2011 from a nearby com¬ 
mercial quarry. 

To the untrained eye, they 
appear as indistinguishable 


bumps in the sandstone 
rock, with the largest a bout 
9 inches long. On a recent 
weekday, hikers, joggers 
and dog walkers used the 
trail, oblivious to the marks 
of prehistoric animals be¬ 
neath their feet. 

Those marks drew the at¬ 
tention of Tom Stack not 
long after he began work¬ 
ing asa volunteer park a m- 
bassadorat Valley Forge in 
2017. 

Stack, who has a back¬ 
ground in geology and 
paleontology, recognized 
the approximately 210 mil¬ 
lion-year-old rocks known 
as argillite as being similar 
in age and type to fossil¬ 
bearing rocks used to con¬ 
struct a 1930s-era bridge 
on the Gettysburg battle¬ 
field, about 100 miles (161 


kilometers) to the west. 
Most of the tracks left in 
what were once muddy 
flats consist of three-toed 
foot impressions from the 
early days of dinosaurs, al¬ 
though Stack also found 
footprints from a non-dino¬ 
saur reptile, a relative of 
the modem crocodile. The 
largest would have been a 
bipedal theropod that was 
6 (1.8 meters) to 9 feet (2.7 
meters) long and 4(1.2 me¬ 
ters) to 6 feet (1.8 meters) 
high. 

'They're subtle, they're not 
easy to spot, but once you 
leam the characteristics of 
them, given the right sun¬ 
light angle and, at times, 
the moisture on the rock, 
then they are easier to 
id entity, "Stack said. 

There are also distinctive 
pattemsinthe rockthought 
to be caused by the crack¬ 
ing of dried mud, and from 
the rip pies of a lake or river. 
The National Park Service 
requested the exact lo¬ 
cation of the rocks not be 
publicized, to help protect 
themfrom being damaged 
or removed. Officials said 
visitors will be told about 
the rocks and how park re¬ 


sources are protected, but 
not where to find them. The 
5-square-mile (13square ki¬ 
lometer) park hasabout 30 
miles (48 kilometers) of trail. 
The dinosaur footprints 
Stack found are not unique 
or even particularly rare, 
and don't add to the body 
of scientific knowledge 
about the creatures, said 
National Park Service pale¬ 
ontology program coondi- 
natorVince Santucci. They 
date from later in the Trias- 
sic period and before the 
Jurassic era that's so famil- 
iarto moviegoers. 

'There's no question that 
they are" dinosaur trace 
fossils, said Santucci, who 
examined them in person 
lastApril. 'They're consistent 
with the tracks that occur 
in equivalent-age beds all 
overthe East Coast." 

More than 270 National 
Park Service properties 
contain some sort of pale¬ 
ontological resource, from 
Dinosaur National Monu¬ 
ment in Colorado and Utah 
to the fossils scattered in 
rock used to build the Lin¬ 
coln Memorial and Capitol 
Reflecting Pool in Washing¬ 
ton, D.C. Most fossils found 


on Park Service land are 
still where they were dis¬ 
covered, in the original 
bedrock location. But oth- 
erswere moved by human 
activity, including a set of 
burrows from an ancient 
speciesthatappearon the 
rock facade of a visitor's 
center bathroom at Valley 
Forge. Those rocks originat¬ 
ed outside the park. 

There also happens to be a 
significant Ice Age fossil lo¬ 
cation beneath the Valley 
Forge park, the Port Ken¬ 
nedy bone cave. First dis¬ 
covered in 1871, it has pro¬ 
duced fossils that include 
giant tapirs, ground sloths 
and saber-toothed cats 
Port Kennedy is considered 
one of the most important 
mammal fossil sites in North 
America, with some find¬ 
ingshaving been displayed 
at the park visitor center, 
although most are at the 
Academy of Natural Sci¬ 
ences in Philadelphia. That 
750,000-year-old site was 
lostaftera quarry was filled 
— partly with asbestos — 
before being rediscovered 
by scientists in 2005. It is not 
accessible to the public. 
There are at least 35 Park 
Service propertiesknownto 
have fossil tracks of ancient 
vertebrates, and vandal¬ 
ism and theft have been a 
problem. Federal law pro¬ 
hibits visitors from disturbing 
park elements. 

A park spokesman said 
there have been prelimi¬ 
nary discussions about de¬ 
veloping an interpretive 
program to give visitors in¬ 
formation about the trace 
fossils Stack said the park 
should consider removing 
rocks that contain the best 
fossils, to prevent damage 
or theft. 

"I would think they are of 
value as an educational 
tool," said Helen Delano, 
a senior scientist with the 
Pennsylvania Geologic Sur¬ 
vey. "Dinosaurs are a won¬ 
derful way to hook people 
into paying attention to the 
geological environment. 
Every kid loves dinosaurs." 
Stack said the rocks are 
abundant, cheap and du¬ 
rable, so they have long 
been used forpaving, side¬ 
walks, garden walls and 
similar features in the Phila¬ 
delphia areaO 
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'Black Leopard, Red Wolf is epic 
tale by Marion J ames 


By J O NATHAN ELDERHELD 
Associated ness 

"Black Leopard, Red Wolf" 
(Riverhead Books), by Mar¬ 
lon J ames 

"Black Leopard, Red Wolf" 
by Marion James is a ser¬ 
pentine, epic tale set in 
a fantastic realm of evil 
monsters and villains and 
flawed heroes Atitscenter 
isa quest fora boy, a child 
whom we know is dead 
from the first line of the nov¬ 
el. 

James, who won the 2015 
Man Booker Prize for his 
novel "A Brief History of Sev¬ 
en Killings,"a fictionalization 
of the 1976 attempted mur- 
derofBob Marieyand be¬ 
yond, brings his storytelling 
acumen to territory more 
commonly associated with 
Tolkien and George R.R. 
Martin. 

The hero, if you can call him 
that, of this Homeric odys¬ 
sey, isTracker, one of a col¬ 
lection of characters en¬ 
gaged to find the missing 
boy. Tracker possesses the 
nose of a bloodhound or 
a wolf, but an otherworldly 
one, capable of hunting 
down the boy, many days 
missing and many miles 
away. The boy isa mystery, 
perhaps the key to the lin¬ 
eage of kings, wanted by 
several competing fac¬ 
tions. 

The story owes a debt to 
Homer, with a plot that 
curves and bends and de¬ 
fies a linear path, the ulti¬ 
mate outcome revealed 
in the opening lines. The 
story is as much about the 
storytelling as it is about 
the tale itself. As with any 
monumental fantasy saga, 
"Black Leopard, Red Wolf" 
hits the required notes — 
kings, queens and witches, 
fabulously evocative lo¬ 
cales, deceptions and be¬ 
trayal and more evil mon¬ 
sters than I could count. 
There were flesh-eaters 
and bloodsuckers, and a 
creature with a new favor¬ 
ite name, Omoluzu or Roof 
Walkers. Though I confess 
to immediately thinking of 
Lionel Richie's song "Danc¬ 
ing on the Ceiling." 

The storytelling is ambi¬ 
tious and enjoyable, and in 


many places, I'd say even 
epic. However, there were 
times when I wanted to put 
the book down and not re¬ 
turn, most often in the first 
section of the novel and 
in the final one. At the be¬ 
ginning, I truly had trouble 
keeping the characters 
and sequence of events 
clear in my mind. In the fi¬ 
nal part, I almost lost heart 
and could not finish. The 
story felt like it was taking 
the Rashomon effect to the 
nth degree and was retell¬ 
ing the same battles and 
histories over and again. 
In the best fantasy series 
("Black Leopard, Red Wolf" 
is to be the first installment 
of J ames 1 Dark Star Trilogy), 
the reader wants to fin¬ 
ish the tale and get on to 


the next adventure. Sadly, 
that was not the case for 
me here. Several times dur¬ 
ing the final 80 pages, I put 
the book down, afraid I 
wouldn't pick it up again. 
The best writing, I found, 
was when J ames was at his 
most direct. 

My favorite lines, "I lived 
in town, which was a new 
thing forme. I have always 
been an edge man, al¬ 
ways on the coast, always 
by the bounda ry. That way 
nobody knows if I have 
just come or was turning 
to leave" tells me about 
Tracker in a way that 100 
killings and a multitude of 
foes did not. Tracker is nev¬ 
er settled, always moving, 
always keeping others off- 
balance. □ 


This book cover image released by Riverhead Books shows 
"Black Leopard, Red Wolf by by Marlon James. 

Associated Press 




Bonus 




Play 


Please note: Limit one per person, 
per day. Must be 1S years or older. 
Coupon is valid for tourist and locals 
and is not redeemable tor cash. 

Not valid with any other promotion. 
Management reserves the right to 
change promotion without notice. 


DOUBLE YOUR WIN I Redeem only at Blackjack Tables. 




Located at Rlu Antilles at formerly The Wes ti n Resort. 


-K 


Please note: Receive $10 FREE Slot 
Play when you sign tip and became a VIP 
Player's Club Member. Limit one per 
person. Must be I S years or older. Photo ID 
required upon redemption of this coupon. 
Coupon is not redeemable for cash. 
Management reserves ihe right to change 
promotion without notice. 


rT***. 


DOUBLE YOUR WIN f Redeem at Hostess Desk- 


OxcAid /facMwv 

Located at Rlu AntlUas as formerly The Wostlo Report. 


Valid once per night 


Poker 

Room 

Please note: Buy in 
for $200 or more & receive 
extra $20 bonus, one hour 
minimum play. 


QtcAlcC £aam& 

Located at Ritt Aulllia* av T&rrrtfrrly The Wet tin Resort. 
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Della Duck, intrepid space exploierand amputee, comes to TV 



This photo provided by Disney shows a scene fiom "What Ever Happened to Della Duck?!" in an 
episode of the animated series "Duck1bles"thataiis Saturday, Match 9,2019, on Disney Channel. 

Associated Press 


By LYNN ELBER 
LOS ANG ELES (AP) — Della 
Duck is a brave and re¬ 
sourceful fowl, the sort that 
refuses to be defeated by 
a solo crash landing on the 
moon — even when it costs 
hera leg. 

Della, an elusive and lesser- 
known memberofthe Don¬ 
ald Duck family, took cen¬ 
ter stage in Saturday's epi¬ 
sode and quickly proved to 
be a groundbreaker, one 
of the few W characters 
with a disability who's part 
ofa children's series. 

"Pretty cool robot leg!" 
Della says gleefully of the 
prosthetic she fashioned 
with debris from her ship, 
downed in a space storm. 
The loss is handled off¬ 
screen: She is shown with 
herleft limb trapped under 
spa cec raft wreckage, then 
a short time later with the 
replacement. 

Della, who's had a minor 
and shifting role within her 
venerable flock, is depict¬ 
ed in "DuckTales" as Don¬ 
ald's twin sister and long- 
lost mom to Huey, Dewey 
and Louie. In making her 
an amputee, it was critical 
to demonstrate that is only 
one aspect of her and her 


life, said the producers of 
the Disney C ha nnel series 
"We got really excited 
about the opportunity to 
show an aspirational ver¬ 
sion of a character that 
has a prosthetic and that 
isn't entirely defined by her 
prosthetic," said Francisco 
(Frank) Angones, co-pro- 
ducerand story editor. 

A spunky adventurer in the 
spirit of her family, she has 
a buoyant catehphrase to 
match: "Nothing can stop 
Della Duck!" In a story arc 


this season, Della focuses 
on getting back to her kids 
but must also confront the 
unexpected company she 
hason the moon. 

Voiced by Paget Brewster, 
Della made a cameo ap¬ 
pearance in the season- 
one finale and was seen 
as a young woman in last 
year's holiday special. 
There's more Della history: 
She was first mentioned in 
a Donald Duck newspaper 
comic strip and animated 
short film in the late 1930s, 


according to Disney. 

She's the latest example of 
"Due kTa les" inc lusive a p- 
p roach, said executive 
producer Matt Young berg. 
The series debuted in 2017 
as a reboot of the 1987-90 
"Due kTa les" show. 

'We're trying to make sure 
that unique and interest¬ 
ing voicesare being heard, 
and that we're embracing 
the differences in all types 
of people," Youngberg 
said. 

Jack Richmond, president 


of the Amputee Coalition, 
a nonprofit advocacy and 
support group, assisted in 
Della's creation. He ad¬ 
vised the series on ele¬ 
ments including an authen¬ 
tic gait for Della and her 
can-do attitude, which he 
said reflects that of a deter¬ 
mined friend who quickly 
adapted to becoming an 
amputee. 

He's optimistic about how 
children will receive Della 
with a prosthetic leg. 

"Kids usually are the first 
one to adjust and move 
on. They tend to accept 
things and say, 'OK, that's 
cool.' As adults, we strug¬ 
gle with it a little bit more," 
Richmond said. Even a car¬ 
toon character's depiction 
can carry over into the lives 
of young viewers, he said, 
allowing them to accept 
differences among people 
they encounter. 

There's more than enough 
room on TV for characters 
like Della. She and J ulia, a 
M up pet with autism who's 
pa rt of 'Sesa me Street," a re 
rarities, said J ay Ruderman, 
president of the Ruderman 
Family Foundation, which 
advocates for inclusion for 
people with disabilities^ 
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Norway minis a new pop princess in Sigrid 



This cover image released by Island Records shows "Sucker 
Rjnch," a release by Sigrid. 


By MARK KENNEDY 
Associated Press 

Sigrid, 'Sucker Punch" (Is¬ 
land Records) 


Associated Hess 

Rising pop singer Sigrid's 
new album "Sucker Punch" 
is perfectly titled — it's 
a surprise hit you never 


saw coming that instantly 
makes an impact. 

The Norwegian performer 
has a knack for pure, crys¬ 
talline synth-pop and her 
12-track full-length debut 
is a string of massive hooks 
and beats, fed by videos 
featuring the seemingly 
normal and endearingly 
goofy 22-year-old. 

Sigrid — bom Sigrid Solbakk 
Raabe — first came to no¬ 
tice in 2017 with her break¬ 
out hit "Don't Kill My Vibe," 
a millennial giving shade 
to anyone talking down to 
her. "Say I'm young/I don't 
care/I won't quit," she sings 
on it. That song is included 
in 'Sucker Punch" but it 
might not even be the high 
point of the album. 

She lets her falsetto soaron 
"Basic," shows adaptability 
on the complex 'Strang¬ 
ers" and while the excellent 
Lorde-like title track seems 
deceptively spare, it's a 
pure wriggling earwormO 
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Drummer Ha I Blaine, played on hits of Sinatra, 



vis> dies 



In thisj une 25, 2008, file photo, Don Randi, from left Glen Campbell and Hal Blaine, representing 
session musicians known aslhe Whacking Crew, hold up their hands alter placing them in the ce¬ 
ment following the induction ceremony for Hollywood's RockWalk in Los Angeles 

Associated Ftess 


By ANDREW DALTON 
HILLELnAUE 

IDS ANGELES (AP) — Hal 

Bla ine, the Ha II of Fa me ses¬ 
sion drummer and virtual 
one-man soundtrackof the 
1960s and 70s who played 
on the songs of Frank Sina¬ 
tra, Elvis Presley and the 
Beach Boys and laid down 
one of music's most memo¬ 
rable opening riffs on the 
Ronettes' "Be My Baby," 
died Monday. 

Blaine died of natural 
causesat his home in Palm 
Desert, California, his son- 
in-law, Andy Johnson, told 
The Associated Press. He 
was 90. 

On hearing of his death, 
the Beach Boys' Brian Wil¬ 
son called him 'the great¬ 
est drummer ever." 

The winner of a Grammy 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award last year, Blaine's 
name was known by few 
outside the music industry, 
even in his prime. But just 
about anyone with a turn¬ 
table, radio orTV heard his 
drumming on songs that 
included Presley's "Return 
to Sender," the Byrds' "Mr. 
Tambourine Man," Barbra 
Streisand's 'The Way We 
Were," the Beach Boys' 
'Good Vibrations," dozens 
of hits produced by Phil 
Spector and the theme 
songs to "Batman," "The 
Partridge Family"and other 
shows. 

"Ha I Bla ine was sue ha great 
musician and friend that 
I can't put it into words," 
Wilson said in a tweet that 
included an old photo of 
him and Blaine sitting at 
the piano. "Hal taught me 
a lot, and he had so much 
to do with oursuccess— he 
was the greatest drummer 
ever." 

As a member of the Los 
Angeles-based 'The Wreck¬ 
ing Crew," studio musi¬ 
cians who also included 
keyboard player Leon 
Russell, bassist Carol Kaye 
and guitarist Tommy Te- 
desco, Blaine forged a 
hard-earned virtuosity and 
versatility that enabled 
him to adapt quickly to a 
wide range of popularmu- 
sic. According to the Rock 
&amp; Roll Hall of Fame, he 
played on 40 No. 1 hits, 150 
top 10 songs Blaine also 
played on eight songs that 


won Grammysfor record of 
the year, including Sinatra's 
'Strangers in the Night"and 
Simon &amp; Garfunkel's 
"Bridge Over Troubled Wa¬ 
ter." 

He may be the only drum- 
merto backPresley, Sinatra 
and J ohn Lennon. 
'Godspeed Old Friend," 
Sinatra's daughter Nancy 
Sinatra said alongside an 
Instagram picture she post¬ 
ed of Blaine backing herup 
as she sang. 

Some accounts have 
Blaine playing on 35,000 
songs, but he believed that 
around 6,000 wasmore ac¬ 
curate, still making him a 
strong contender for the 
most recorded drummer in 
history. In 2000, he was in¬ 
ducted into the Rock Hall 
of Fame. 

Out of so many notable ses¬ 
sions, his signature moment 
wa s the a tte ntio n-g ra b b ing 
"on the four" solo — Bum- 
ba-bum-BOOM — that 
launched the classic "Be My 
Baby,"a hitforthe Ronettes 
in 1963 that helped define 
Specter's overpowering 
'Wall of Sound" produc¬ 
tions. The song remained 
a radio staple fordecades 
and got new life in the 70s 
when it was used to open 
Martin Scorsese's "Mean 
Streets" and again in the 
'80s when it was featured in 
"Dirty Dancing." 

Few drum parts have been 


so widely imitated, from 
Billy Joel's 'Say Goodbye 
to Hollywood" to The J esus 
and Mary Chain's "| ust Like 
Honey." 

In a 2005 interview with 
Modem Drummer maga¬ 
zine, Blaine said that he 
wasn't quite sure how he 
came up with the solo. To 
the best of his memory, he 
accidentally missed a beat 
while the song was being 
recorded and improvised 
by only playing the beaton 
the fourth note. 

"And I continued to do 
that," he recalled. "Phil 
might have said, 'Do that 
again.' Somebody loved 
it, in any event. It's just one 
of those things that some¬ 
times happens." 

Blaine nicknamed himself 
and his peers 'The Wreck¬ 
ing Crew," because they 
were seen by their more 
buttoned-down elders as 
destructive to the industry 
— an assertion that Kaye 
and others disputed. Many 
members of The Wreck¬ 
ing Crew worked nonstop 


for 20 years, sometimes 
as many as eight sessions 
a day, a pace that led to 
several marriages and di- 
vorcesforBlaine. 

As more bands played on 
theirown recordsand elec¬ 
tronic drumsarose, business 
dropped off in the 1980s 
even as younger musicians 
such as Max Weinberg of 
the E Street Band cited his 
influence. 

His memoir, "Hal Blaine 
&amp;The Wrecking Crew," 
came out in 1990, and he 
continued to appear at 
symposiumsand workshops 
into his 80s Blaine also was 
seen in the 2008 documen¬ 
tary 'The Wrecking Crew" 
and was played byjohnny 
Sneed in the Wilson bio pic 
"Love &amp; Mercy." 

Many younger drummers 
counted him as a friend 
and mentor. 

"Hal was funny, sweet, and 
genuine," Jon "Bermuda" 
Schwartz, drummer for the 
'Weird Al" Yankovic Band, 
said in email to The Associ¬ 
ated Press. "He made you 


feel like you were the most 
important person in the 
room. His inspiration and in¬ 
fluence to drummers every¬ 
where is immeasurable. Hal 
wasa treasure." 

Blaine, the son of Jewish 
immigrants, was bom Har¬ 
old Simon Belskyin Holyoke, 
Massachusetts By age 8, 
he was already drumming, 
using a pair of dowels he 
removed from a seat in the 
living room. He wasa pro¬ 
fessional by age 20 and 
within a few years switched 
from jazz to rock after be¬ 
ing approached during a 
gig atthe Garden Of Allah 
hotel in Hollywood. 

'This guy came in," Blaine 
told Modem Drummer, 
"and said, 'Hey kid, I've 
been watching you for a 
couple of days. You want 
to make some bucks? I got 
a singer (Tommy Sands) 
over here and he's going 
to be signed by Capitol 
Records, but he needs a 
drummer." 

The use of session musi- 
ciansbecame a scandal in 
the late 1960s when it was 
discovered that the Mon- 
kees, the million-selling TV 
foursome, did not play on 
their songs Blaine, who, of 
course, drummed for the 
Monkees, knew that many 
top groups depended on 
him and his peers He even 
became friendly with some 
of the players he sat in for, 
including Wilson's brother 
Dennis Wilson. 

"He was thrilled that I was 
making their records be¬ 
cause while I was making 
Beach Boy records, he was 
out surfing or riding his mo¬ 
torcycle," Blaine told Mod¬ 
em Drummer. 

'The drummer with The 
Knack, Bruce Gary, was 
once asked who his favor¬ 
ite drummer was. And he 
said he was never so disap¬ 
pointed in his life to find out 
that a dozen of his favorite 
drummerswere me.'O 
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J apanese spinning tops tell stories* aim for playfulness 



This undated photo provided by arilV/Carving Community: The Landis-Hiroi Collection, shows Michiaki Hiroi, who is paitofthe last 
family still carving Edo-style tops in J apan. 

Associated Press 


By UNDA LOMBARDI 
Associated Press 

It once was thought that 
the Japanese tradition of 
carving Edo-style spinning 
topshad been lost. Ittumed 
out it had just gone on the 
road to northern Japan — 
and some of it ended up in 
America aswell. 

While they're called tops, 
these go beyond simple 
spinning disks Many are 
more like carved, wooden 
figures, and might depict 
scenes with characters 
that dance, transform or 
fight. On one, an ogre dis¬ 
guised as a priest bangs 
a gong when you spin his 
hat; on another, two discs 
illustrated with a dog and 
a robberchase each other 
around. Figures from folk¬ 
lore and theater are rep¬ 


resented, and whimsical 
scenes like two frogs sumo 
wrestling. 

More than just playthings, 
the tops were traditionally 
used forstreet performanc¬ 
es, and involve original cre¬ 
ations, not just repetitive 
copies. 

'They have a very varied 
history across different so¬ 
cial groups and classes," 
says Paula R. Curtis, a Ph.D. 
candidate in history at the 
University of Michigan. "Part 
of it is the artisans putting 
themselves into the work, 
interpreting their experi¬ 
ences and cultural back¬ 
ground through these tops." 
One such artisan is Michiaki 
Hiroi. His was the last family 
making tops in Tokyo when 
they moved to Sendai in 
the north of Japan after 


the Second World War. His 
father made a living mak¬ 
ing the woodcrafts of that 
region, and Hiroi initially fol¬ 
lowed in his footsteps Then 
one day a collector who 
knew about the Edo style 
came to the shop and dis¬ 
covered who he was. 'This 
person said, oh my God, 
I've been looking for you 
fo re ve r," sa ys C u rtis. 

Hiroi was inspired to begin 
making the tops and tak¬ 
ing on apprentices. While 
the stereotype of craft ap¬ 
prenticeships in Japan is 
that they're hard to break 
into and not welcoming 
to women and foreigners, 
Hiroi didn't discriminate. 
One of his apprentices was 
J anell Landis, an American 
who came to Japan asa 
missionary and taught at 
a university in Sendai for30 
years. 

When she became his ap¬ 
prentice in 1982, Hiroi en¬ 
couraged her to bring her 
own experiences and cul¬ 
ture to the craft. Where his 
tops might represent a fig¬ 
ure from a Noh drama, hers 
included Huck Finn, Tom 
Sawyer and Cinderella. In¬ 
stead of J apanese folklore, 
they reflected the stories 
important to her, such asa 
Christmastree and a scene 
of the manger with baby 
J esus. 

If Christmas is fair game as 
a subject, then what makes 
a top Edo-style? Curtis, proj¬ 
ect manager of an oral his¬ 


tory website about Landis 
and Hiroi, says that Hiroi's 
answerfocuseson the tops' 
spirit: "He's very insistent on 
that when he talks about 
them: When people lookat 
them, itbringsthem a sense 
of joy and playfulness," 

That response might seem 
evasive or frustrating — 
aren't you supposed to be 
able to identify a school 
of arts or crafts from how 
it looks? Not necessarily, 
according to Tamara Joy, 
curator of the Morikami 
Museum in Delray Beach, 
Florida. For Japanese 
crafts, a style is often distin¬ 
guished by where it comes 
from and who is teaching 
it, rather than certain pat¬ 
terns ortechniques. But the 
term Edo also has deep 
cultural and historical reso- 

1 


nance that is reflected in 
these tops, saysj oy, whose 
museum owns a collection 
of Hiroi's work that Landis 
brought back when she re¬ 
turned to the US in 1995. 

Edo is the old name for To¬ 
kyo, but it's also the name 
of the era from 1603-1868, 
a period that saw the de- 
velopmentofa new middle 
class with more free time 
and spending money. This 
resulted in an explosion of 
the arts and culture. These 
topsare part of that bigger 
picture, J oy says. 

Often, they contained 
subversive commentary 
about the ruling classes 
'There was a lot of sticking 
it to the people who were 
in charge," says Joy. This 
had to be subtle: perhaps 
a play that used historical 
characters with parallels 
to the present, ora perfor¬ 
mance with elaborate tops 
that actually told a story. 
One of Joy's favorites in 
the collection represents a 
common figure of fun, the 
spear-bearer who led sam¬ 
urai processions. Paintings 
and illustrations mock his 
self-importance. "His chest 
isallpuffed up,and he'sgot 
a smug look on his face," 
saysj oy. 'You couldn't di¬ 
rectly make fun of the sam¬ 
urai, but you could poke 
at them and their egos 
through this character." 

On Hiroi's top, the figure's 
spear moves around clum¬ 
sily when his head is spun. 
'You could see the same 
character in a half-million- 
dollar painting," Joy says, 
"and he made his way into 
a top.'O 



This undated photo provided by J anell Landis/Carving Com¬ 
munity: Ihe Landis-hfiroi Collection, shows examples of exam¬ 
ples of Edo-style wooden tops made by Janell Landis reflecting 
American themes. 

Associated Press 




This undated photo provided by Janell Landis/Carving Com¬ 
munity: Ihe Landis-hfiroi Collection, shows an example of an 
Edo-style top depicting a courier, who appears to tun frantically 
when it is spun. 

Associated Press 







